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To  Her  Highness   the 

LADY  AUGUSTA, 


M  A  D  A  M, 

SHE  Author  of  the  follow- 
ing Performance  does 
not  prefume  to  Infcribe 
it  to  Your  Highness, 
under  the  Suppofition  cf 
Your  wanting  any  Af- 
fiftance  towards  the  due  forming  of 
Your  Mind  and  Manners,  or  infpiring 
You  with  the  Love  of  true  Polite- 
ness, foreign  to  that  of  Your  own 
Preceptors,  and  the  Illuitrious  Example 
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DEDICATION. 

of  that  moll  excellent  and  accomplished 
Princess  who  gave  You  Birth.  No, 
Madam,  it  is  only  to  implore  Your 
Patronage  of  it,  in  order  to  give  it  a 
Weight  with  fuch  others  of  Your  Sex, 
to  whom  it  may,  I  hope,  be  of  fome 
Service  in  thofe  RefpecSls, 


/  ant)  Madam^ 


Tour  Highness's 


mojl  Obedient 


and  moji  humble  Servant \ 


The  Author, 
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Of  Politeness  in  general. 

Oliteness,  Madam,  is  an  Accomplish- 
ment of  fo  fingular  a  nature,  that  the  lefs 
People  have  it,  the  more  they  generally 
think  they  have  it.  Every  one  judges  of 
it  agreeably  to  his  own  Fancy,  Tafte,  and  Difpofition : 
Some  by  Caprice,  and  the  wild  Conceits  of  a  vitiated: 
Imagination  ;  others  by  Reafon,  and  the  Dictates  of 
a  happy  Genius  refined  by  a  good  Education.  The 
Ladies  are  always  ready  to  determine  upon  the  Point  5 
and  who  dare  appeal  from  their  Tribunal  ? 

What  has  hitherto  appeared  in  publick  upon  this 
Subject,  are  either  Precepts  too  general,  which  afford 
not  fufficient  Inftruclion,  or  Trifles  too  minute  and 
too  well  known  to  have  any  regard  paid  them.  There 
are  many  fixed  Rules,  'tis  true,  for  the  Conduct  of 
Life,  but  then  there  are  many  likewife  which  are  ar- 
bitrary, and  which  vary  with  Places^  Times3  Cir.cum* 
fiances  and  Perfons, 
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Two  celebrated  Italian  Authors  have  profefledly 
treated  of  Politenefs,  La  Cafa  in  his  Galatea^  and  Cajli* 
glione  in  his  Courtier;  though  Theirs  are  rather  Dif- 
courfes  upon  the  impertinent  Ceremonies  cuftomary 
in  Italy ^  and  general  Precepts  relating  to  Civility,  than 
Treatifes  inftructive  in  true  Politenefs;  but  in  this 
Country,  Madam,  to  be  too  polite  in  thofe  Refpecls, 
is  the  greater!:  Unpolitenefs. 

You  will  here,  Madam,  find  a  Variety  of  Maxims 
with  regard  to  all  the  Devoirs  of  one  of  your  Sex  and 
Situation  in  Life  ;  Maxims  of  Practice  drawn  from 
many  inconteftable  Truths,  which  I  here  take  for 
granted,  and  which  are  the  very  Bafis  of  the  Philo- 
fophy  of  the  Manners. 

I  fhall  not  endeavour,  Madam,  to  recommend  my 
felf  to  your  Approbation  by  either  a  laboured  Stile, 
or  a  Novelty  or  Delicacy  of  Sentiment ;  that  would 
be  ufelefs,  and  indeed  ridiculous  where  the  Bufinefs  i$ 
to  inftruet:  A  witty  Moralift  is  feldom  a  Man  of  good 
Senfe.  I  only  afpire  here  after  the  Pleafure  of  per- 
fuadfng  you  into  what  I  fay,  and  of  contributing  fbme- 
thing  towards  the  Education  of  a  young  Lady,  whofc 
Relations  are  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  a  fhare  of 
their  Confidence  j  and  who,  by  her  own  Genius  and 
graceful  Qualifications,  both  engages  the  Attention 
and  claims  the  Applaufe  of  all  who  behold  her. 

I  don't  prefume,  Madam,  to  lay  before  you  this 
Epiftleas  containing  Maxims  which  you  have  tl\G  leaft 
occafion  for,  or  in  order  to  alter  any  thing  in  your 
ConducT: :  No,  fair  Lady,  I  only  prelent  you  with  a 
Portrait,  wherein  you'll  readily  difcover  every  Fea- 
ture to  be  your  own.  They  are  Rules  and  Precepts 
towards  whofe  good  Reception  I  know  not  whether 

of 
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of  us  two  have  contributed  the  mod  ;  you  by  having 
pradtifed  them,  or  I  by  having  made  an  Aflemblage 
of  them,  to  inftrudt  others  lets  enlightned,  and  lefs 
happy  than  yourfelf. 

It  is  not  enough,  Madam,  that  your  Virtue,  joined 
with  the  Innocence  of  a  tender  Age,  fecures  you 
againft  every  thing  that  could  in  the  lead  feduce  you 
from  Duty;  you  muft  likewife  guard  againft  the 
Malice  of  an  Age  which  is  skilled  in  perverting  what 
is  pure  and  amiable  in  the  moil  refined  and  irre- 
proachable Conduct :  You  know  .  very  well  how  to 
do  the  Good,  but  it  is  not  lefs  necefiary  to  know 
how  to  defend  yourfelf  againft  the  Evil ;  and  none 
can  be  truly  happy  without  being  acquainted  with 
both. 

Although  moft  of  the  following  Inftructions  may 
ferve  in  common  for  Perfons  of  all  Degrees  in  Life, 
yet  I  confine  myfelf  principally  to  the  more  general 
and  common  Duties  and  Devoirs  of  civil  Life  ;  and  if 
I  fometimes  foar  above  this  Mediocrity,  it  is  in  order, 
Madam,  to  follow  you,  and  to  endeavour  attaining 
to  that  Degree  of  Perfection,  at  which  you  feem  to 
have  already  arrived. 

What  is  the  real  Meaning  that  we  frequently  find 
fo  little  true  Education  in  young  Ladies  of  great  Fa- 
milies, I  dare  not  pofitively  affirm,  but  fhould  be  apt 
to  conjecture  that  it  fprang  either  from  their  Mamma's 
being  too  much  enamoured  with  the  World,  and  de- 
firous  to  appear  young  as  long  as  poffible  ;  and  there- 
fore giving  themfelves  no  farther  Concern  about  their 
Education  than  barely  keeping  them  at  a  diftance,  as 
difagreeable  WitnefTes  of  their  Age  ;  or  qKq  from 
their  not  caring  to  lie  under  that  Restraint  in  their 
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own  Conduct,  which  was  necefTary  towards  fetting  3 
proper  Example  to  their  Daughters., 

Your  Stars,  Madam?  are  more  propitious ;  many 
who  obferve  you,  are  in  the  higheft  Admiration  at  the 
refined  Manners  and  polite  Addreis,  fo  much  above 
your  Age,  which  you  are  Miftreis  of,  and  for  which 
you  are  indebted  to  the  bed  of  Mothers,  who  has  taken 
fmcere  Pains  both  to  cultivate  your  natural  Talents, 
and  to  fupply  you  with  good  Principles  \  a  grateful 
Return  to  which  you  have  generoufly  made,  by  apply- 
ing your  Attention  in  order  to  draw  ufeful  Remarks 
and  feafbnable  Reflexions  from  thence,  and  to  acquire 
a  juft  Difcernment  in  Things. 

Virtue  and  Merit  are  not  always  in  the  Retinue  of 
the  Great ;  but  *tis  among!!  them  more  generally 
than  amongft  others  that  Civility,  Politenefs,  Deli- 
cacy of  Behaviour,  and  Purity  of  Manners  dwell, 
and  from  whom  we  ought  to  take  our  Models  for 
Imitation ;  but  then  remember  that  thefe  are  a  kind 
of  Diamonds  which  mull  be  often  fearched  for 
amongft  Glafs \  you  know  what  I  mean  by  this  Ex- 
preffion,  becaufe  you  know  that  the  Pomps  and 
Gaieties  of  Life  often  prove  Obftacles  to  the  Duties 
of  it,  and  we  may  fay  of  True  Politenefs,  that 

tfbo9-  boqfted  of  hy  all,  by  few  xiis  known, 
Moft  for  the  Brilliant  wear  the  Briftol  Stone. 


Politeness/«  Religion,  and 
againji  Superstition. 

THE  firfl  and  moft  important  of  all  the  In* 
Jlructions  I  beg  leave  to  prefent  you  with,  Madam, 
is  that  which  relates  to  your  Duty  towards  Heaven. 
Religion  is  the  Knowledge  of  what  is  required  of 

us 
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us  From  our  Creator,  communicated  to  the  Mind  by 
Reafon  and  Revelation,  and  rooted  in  the  Heart  by 
Divine  Affection.  *Tis  a  Principle  which  foars 
above  mere  Nature,  in  order  to  fearch  out  and  adore 
the  Lord  of  Nature;  and  whereby  we  are  intruded 
how,  by  a  due  Submiffion  to  his  Laws,  and  by  the 
Practice  of  Juftice,  Gratitude,  and  the  other  Virtues 
required  of  us  in  his  revealed  Will,  to  fecure  to  our 
{elves  that  eternal  Felicity  which  the  fame  Revela- 
tion gives  us  an  AfTurance  of.  The  whole  Conduct: 
of  yourfelf  through  Life  ought  to  be  regulated  by 
Religion  ;  every  Movement  of  your  Mind,  your 
Thoughts,  Talents,  Manners  and  Studies  mould  be 
agreeable  to  that,  and  mould  be  all  employed  in  the 
Service  of  the  Supreme  Being,  not  only  as  the  Prince 
of  all  Perfections*  but  likewife  as  the  ultimate  End 
which  we  ought  to  afpire  after  in  order  to  Happinefs. 
A  young  Lady  without  Piety,  and  a  religious  Reve- 
rence towards  Heaven,  is  a  kind  of  Monfter  in  the 
World.  You  ought  to  love  God  then  from  the  Mo- 
tives of  Obligation  and  Gratitude,  and  to  fear  at  the 
fame  time  the  Severity  of  his  Juftice;  but  be  fure  to 
avoid  entertaining  any  of  thofe  gloomy  and  enthu- 
fiaftical  Apprehenfions  of  him  which  repreient  him 

v  always  in  Wrath,  and  with  his  Thunder  about  him, 
for  the  Deftruction  of  Mankind.  As  you  had  the  Fe- 
licity of  being  born  a  Chriftian,  you  have  all  the  Rea- 
fon in  the  World  to  rely  on  his  Mercy,  and  to  throw 
off  thofe  fervile  Terrors  which  only  tend  to  diminifh 

'  that  Affection  towards  him,  which  you  mould  above 
all  things  preferve  in  Purity  and  Vigour. 

I  mail  not  fay  any  thing  to  you,  Madam,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Duties  of  Conference ;  that  is  the  Bufmefs 
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pf  a  Spiritual  Tutor  rather  than  of  a  Worldly  Sage,  as 
you  have  fometimes  been  pleafed  to  ftile  me  :  You'll 
however  permit  me  juft  to  hint  my  Sentiments  upon 
what  appears  right  or  wrong  to  me  in  the  common 
Practice  of  Devotion. 

Of  Devotion. 

NOTHING  is  more  hidden  than  true  Devo- 
tion, it  being  lodged  entirely  in  the  Heart,  whilft 
the  falfe  and  affected  is  quite  the  Reverie,  ftudying  no- 
thing but  Exteriors  in  order  to  appear  what  it  is  not, 
and  affirming  an  Authority  of  reforming  every  thing 
but  itfelf.  I  would  advife  you  to  have  a  particular 
Guard  againft  People  of  this  Character  5  Hypocrify 
is  in  high  Mode  and  Practice  amongft  us  at  prefent, 
and  it  requires  no  fmall  Degree  of  Sagacity  not  to  be 
deceived  by  ita  or  miftake  it  for  its  oppofite  Virtue. 

However  good  and  wife  you  may  naturally  be,  yet 
be  fure  always  to  remember  that  the  Moral  Virtues, 
without  Faith  and  Religion,  are  Branches  lopt  from 
the  Parent  Tree,  and  will  in  the  End  wither  and  pe- 
rifh  5  and  therefore  make  it  a  chief  Bufinefs  in  your 
Youth  to  be  well  grounded  in  the  Articles  and  Prin- 
ciples of  your  Profeffion. 

O/Behaviour  at  Church. 

TO  behave  with  Modefly,  Madam,  is  requifife 
every  where  in  a  young  Lady,  but  more  particularly 
at  Church  5  I  would  therefore  advife  you  againft  the 
fafhionable  Practice  of  gazing  about  to  find  People  to 
curtfy  to  ;  though  when  others  make  the  fame  Com- 
pliments to  you,  I  would  have  you  return  aem  with- 
out laughing  or  talking.     The  church  is  not  a  Place 

for 
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for  courtly  Ceremonies  •,  'tis  a  Temple  let  apart  for 
the  Service  of  the  Supreme  Author  of  all  Things, 
where  nothing  fhould  enter  but  Refpecl,  Silence,  and 
Devotion  ;  fly  therefore  all  thofe  other  Diffractions 
which  are  quite  the  Oppofites  to  thefe  Duties,  re- 
membring  always  that  whatever  Incenfe  is  offered  up 
by  the  Tongue  is  unprofitable  and  vain,  unleis  the 
Heart  and  Mind  entirely  concur  with  it. 

During  the  Time  of  Sermon  always  behave  with 
Gravity  and  Attention,  which  is  a  thing  too  much 
neglected  by  young  Ladies  of  this  Age,  who  come 
to  Church  merely  to  fee  and  be  feen,  and  would  be 
afhamed  of  nothing  fo  much  as  to  remember  even 
the  very  Subject  that  the  Gentleman  in  the  Pulpit 
had  been  upon  ;  fometimes  indeed  they  will  vouchafe 
to  attend  a  little,  but  'tis  only  in  order  to  make  ill- 
natured  Remarks  on  the  Preacher,  and  to  fhew  how 
much  better  Criticks  than  Chriftians  they  are.  This 
may  fit  well  enough  on  an  Atheifl  or  Free-thinker, 
but  is  infupportable  in  a  young  Lady,  who  ought  to 
manifeft  Refpecl;  and  a  Defire  of  Information.  You 
are  not  obliged  to  pafs  Judgment  upon  the  Perfor- 
mance, but  rather  to  profit  by  it.  Another  Particu- 
lar allied  to  this,  which  I  would  at  the  fame  time  cau- 
tion you  againft,  is  the  attempting  to  dogmatize,  or 
Form  Difficulties  with  regard  to  Religion,  which  is  a 
dangerous  Undertaking,  and  often  carries  People  far- 
ther than  they  at  firfl  imagined.  Neither  is  it  the 
Bufmefs  of  one  of  your  Sex,  Madam,  to  concern  them- 
felves  about  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church 
flie  adheres  to,  nor  to  feparate  from  the  Eftablifhed 
Worfhip  through  a  Spirit  either  of  Oppofition  or  af- 
fected Delicacy,  as  if  what  was  common  was  beneath 

her 
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her  Regard,  and  did  not  keep  pace  with  her  more 
refined  and  exalted  Piety. 

r 

Of  the  Duties  and  Decorums  of  Civil  Life* 

I  C  O  M  E  now,  Madam,  to  enter  upon  a  Detail 
of  the  Duties  and  Decorums  of  Life,  which  is  indeed 
inexhauftible,  as  the  different  Occafions  for  your  ac- 
quitting yourfelf  well  in  this  Refpedt  are  infinite. 
There  are  Rules  for  all  our  A&ions,  even  down  to 
Sleeping  with  a  good,  Grace.  Life  is  a  continual  Series 
of  Operations  both  of  Body  and  Mind,  which  ought 
to  be  regulated  and  performed  with  the  utmoft  Care, 
and  of  which  the  Succefs  frequently  depends  on  thofc 
"with  whom  we  live  and  converfe,  who  put  a  good  or 
bad  Conftruclion  upon  them,  agreeable  to  their  own 
way  of  thinking,  or  to  the  Difpofition  or  Affection 
they  have  towards  us.  You  ought  always  to  confidef 
the  Sex,  Age  and  Quality  of  all  you  converfe  with, 
in  order  to  behave  towards  every  one  in  a  manner 
moft  agreeable  to  their  refpective  Situations.  To 
your  Superiors  you  owe  Submiffion  and  Refpecl:  ; 
to  your  Inferiors,  Affability,  Bounty  and  Compaf- 
fion  •,  to  your  Equals,  you  are  indebted  Complaifanco 
and  Civility  ;  and  a  good  Example  to  all. 

O/Behaviour  to  our  Superiors. 

A  S  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  Decorums  of  Life 
relate  to  thofe  who  are  above  us,  and  as  it  is  a  more 
arduous  Task  to  keep  well  with  them,  than  with 
Others  of  an  inferior  Rank,  I  mail  frequently  fpeak  to 
you  upon  that  Pojnt  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Epiftle. 

The 
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The  more  elevated  above  us  that  any  one's  Situa- 
tion is,  the  more  agreeable  is  their  Friendlhip  and 
Society  to  us  •,  but  then  we  mult  confider  that,  in 
order  to  maintain  this  Correfpondence,  we  have  more 
Devoirs  to  render  them,  and  more  Management  to 
conduct  with,  than  with  thofe  of  the  fame. Rank  and 
Fortune  with  ourfelves.  I  am  very  well  convinced, 
Madam,  that  this  is  your  Cafe,  and  that  Perfons  of  a 
fuperior  Station  to  your  own  are  fond  of  your  Con- 
verfation,  and  endeavour  to  cultivate  a  Friendlhip 
with  you  ;  but  take  care  of  being  dazzled  by  the 
Approbation  they  exprefs  of  your  Conduct,  as  well 
as  by  the  Applaufes  they  give  your  Wit  and  Under  - 
-{landing.  Thefe  are  illuflrious  Teftimonies,  which 
you  ought  to  receive  as  the  Effecl:  of  their  Civility  -y 
and  you  fhould  put  a  Check  to  the  Vanity  they  mi.o-hc 
otherwife  create  in  you,  by  modeftly  imagining  that 
they  were  rather  Intimations  of  what  you  ought  to 
be,  than  Encomiums  of  what  you  really  are.  Al- 
though, therefore,  in  anfwer  to  any  Commendations 
of  this  nature,  you  may  fay,  thai  you  are  ignorant  by 
what  means  you  have  obtained  the  Honour  they  do  you  ; 
yet  let  me  advertife  you,  that  there  is  often  more 
Beauty  in  a  refpeftfal  Silence,  than  in  a  middling  Re- 
ply. It  is  by  no  means  neceffary  for  young  Ladies 
to  fpeech  it,  and  for  three  Words 'of  Praife  to  make 
a  Thankfgiving  of  Fifty. 

If  Perfons  of  the  Condition  I  have  been  (peaking 
ofj  mould,  upon  any  particular  Gccafion,  or  Junc- 
ture in  Life,  fay  any  thing  to  you  that  favours  either 
of  Roughnefs  or  Impertinence,  make  no  anfwer  to  it 
at  all,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  you  can  produce  a  very 
good  Reafon3  either  to  appeafe  or  undeceive  them, 

C  When 
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When  they  fpeak  to  you,  pay  a  model!  Regard  to 
them,  and  let~your  Anfwer  be  difiinct,  and  without 
the  Appearance  of  being  abfent  with  regard  to  what 
they  ask  of  you  5  but  never  let  the  Ambition  of 
pleafmg  them  induce  you  to  quit  your  own  Charac- 
ter, nor  give  yourfelf  any  trouble  to  gain  their  good 
Graces,  if  it  mull  be  done  at  the  Expence  of  another 
Perfon.  If  they  happen  to  fay  any  thing  before 
you,  which  gives  you  pain,  and  is  by  no  means  agree- 
able to  you,  behave  as  if  you  had  heard  nothing  of 
the  Matter  ;  your  Countenance,  vermilioned  over 
with  an  innocent  Bafhfulnefs,  would  be  more  eloquent 
than  any  Expreffions  you  could  make  ufe  of.  If 
any  Man,  let  his  Quality  and  Situation  be  never  fo 
high,  mould  attempt  improper  Familiarities  with 
you,  it  is  unneceffary  to  advile  you  to  reject  every 
thing  of  that  nature ;  but  you  may  do  it  however, 
without  faying  any  thing  that  is  mocking  or  ill-bred, 
and  excufe  yourfelf  with  a  Modefty  that  your  Refufal, 
if  pofiible,  may  not  feem  to  deviate  from  the  Reiped 
you  owe  his  Condition  :  I  am  well  afTured  that  this 
is  the  moil  effectual  way  to  procure  Returns  of  Re- 
ipect  from  him,  and  to  prevent  his  forgetting  him- 
felf  fo  much  as  to  give  you  farther  Uneafinefs. 

Of  Conversation. 

BEFORE  ever  you  fpeak  upon  any  Topick  in 
fuch  Company,  attend  carefully  to  what  you  are  go- 
ing to  lay  \  we  often  repent  of  having  uttered  a  filly 
thing,  becaufe  we  won't  give  ourfelves  time  to  pre- 
pare and  rectify  our  Thoughts  before  we  let  them 
dcape  our  Lips.     Speak  very  feldom,  except  when 

pre- 
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previoufly  applied  to,  unlels  you  have  any  thing  to  pro- 
duce, which  you  are  fure  will  give  pleafure,  or  which 
is  necefTary  for  the  Company  to  be  made  acquainted 
with,  and  then  utter  it  with  Deference  and  Delibera- 
tion.    If  you  undertake  a  Story  at  any  time,  don't 
run  it  out  into  a  faflidious  Length,  or  enumerate  every 
tedious  and  frivolous  Circumftance ;  and  fhouid  it 
happen  to  be  of  a  humorous  and  diverting  Call,  don't 
be  the  firfl  to  laugh  at  it  yourfelf,  much  lefs  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  put  you  out  of  Breath  :  This  is  a  Be- 
haviour too  unguarded  and  indelicate,  and  betrays  a 
want  of  Judgment,  as  well  as  good  Education.    En- 
deavour always  to  be  acquainted  with  what  are  look'd 
on  as  the  higheil  Places,  that  you  may  not  either  at- 
Church,    Table,    or   elfewhere,  inadvertently    take 
them  up,  where  you  ought  to  ftudy  other  People's 
Conveniency  before  your  own. 

Wherever  you  are,  imagine  that  you  are  obferved, 
and  your  Behaviour  attentively  fcanned  by  others  all 
the  while,  and  this  will  oblige  you  to  obferve  your- 
felf, and  be  conftantly  on  your  guard.  Converfation 
is  not  only  the  Cement  and  Soul  of  Society,  but  it  is 
likewife  the  Touchftone  of  Merit,  Wit  and  Judg- 
ment :  Talk  little,  but  never  appear  fpeechlefs  and 
difconcerted,  like  your  young.  Creatures  juft  come  to 
Town  from  a  Country  Boarding  -  School,  who  ■  re- 
femble  Birds  got  loofe  from  a  Cage,  that  know  not 
where  they  are,  nor  how  to  difpofe  of  themfelves. 

O/COMPLAISANCE, 

B  E  always  attentive  and  complaifant  to  thole  who 
addrefs  themfelves  to  you  in  Company  s  appear  with 

C  a  a  grace- 
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a  graceful  AfTurance,  feafoned  at  the  fame  time  with 
Modeily  and  Chearfulnefs,  and,  don't  put  them  to 
'  the  trouble  of  getting  you  to  look  at  them.  This 
laff.  Rule  is  generally  too  groQy  neglected,  Madam,' 
by  young  Perfons  of  your  Sex  :  Some  make  Gri- 
maces, or  appear  abfent,  or  under  Perplexity,  or 
elfe  look  another  way;  others  again  wear  a  too 
gloomy  or  referved  Afpect :  Ail  which  are  Marks 
of  a  defective  Education. 

Yv'hen  you  fpeak  to  any  one,  never  call  them  by  their 
Names,  efpecially  if  they  are  not  your  Inferiors  \  Sir> 
or  Madam,  being  both  more  refpeclful  and  polite. 

Remember  always  to  ask  as  few  Qaeftions  as  pof- 

fible,  and  only  where  there  is  a  kind  of  neceffity  for 

It.    The  contrary  Practice  makes  up  the  mod  part  of 

fome  young  People's  Converfation,  which  generally  is 

only  giving  other  People  the  Trouble  of  informing 

them  with  what  they  ought  to  blufh  at  not  knowing 

before  y  and  is  therefore  as  imprudent  with  regard  to 

themfelves,  as  it  is  impertinent  towards  the  Company. 

As  you  are  to  be  fuppofed  then  not  to  ask  any  Quef. 

tion  without  Reafon,  you  mould  always  exprefs  your 

felf  readily  in   doing  it,    in   order  to   prevent  any 

Judgment  which  might  be  pafTed  on  the  Liberty  you 

gave  yourfelf. 

As  the  Great,  in  each  Character  of  Life,  are 
fond  of  a  little  Flattery,  they  have  generally  things 
at  heart  which  they  would  be  tranfported  that  you 
fhould  enquire  of  them  about,  and  would  be  pleafed 
to  obferve  the  Iatereft  you  take  in  them,  and  the  Ap- 
probation you  afford  them. 

Accuftom  yourfelf  to  a  Tone  of  Voice,  neither 
higher  nor  lower  than  is  neceflary  to  your  being 

heard, 
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heard,  liftening  always  attentively  to  what  is  faid  to 
you,  without  appearing  regardlefs,  which  hath  fome- 
thing  very  unpolite  and  provoking  in  it ;  nothing 
being  more  ill-bred  than  to  make  a  Perfon  fay  a  thing 
a  fecond  time,  which  we  ought  to  have  compre- 
hended at  the  firft.  Endeavour  that  Chearfulnefs, 
Sweetnefs,  and  Modefly  be  always  blended  in  your 
Countenance  and  Air,  and  let  them  be  fo  habitual 
to  you,  that  there  may'n't  appear  any  thing  of  Af- 
fectation in  it.  This  is  a  Charm  which  is  highly 
prevalent  in  winning  People's  Affections,  and  mak- 
ing one's  Company  defirable,  whilft  a  cloudy  Coun- 
tenance is  always  ominous. 

O/Flattery  and  Servility. 

BEHAVE  with  both  a  Deference  and  Com- 
plaifance,  but  carefully  avoid  Excefs  in  each,  left  you 
mould  be  taxed  with  either  Meannefs  or  Flattery,  the 
very  Sufpicion  of  which  you  ought  to  dread.  Thefe 
two  mean  and  pitiful  Vices  are  the  Wages  which  blind 
Fortune  beftows  on  her  Votaries,  and  who  generally 
boafts  more  Favourites  than  true  Merit.  Be  likewife 
careful,  in  Converfation,  not  to  make  ufe  ofExpref- 
fions  that  are  either  obfcure  or  bombaft,  but  fuch  as 
are  clear,  polifhed,  and  ornamented  with  obliging 
and  affectionate  Terms,  which  will  engage  all  the 
Company  in  your  favour,  avoiding  at  the  fame  time 
all  Ambiguities,  Equivocations,  or  Words  of  a  double 
Meaning,  as  well  as  the  low  Jokes  and  infipid  Ral- 
lery  of  thofe  who  falfly  pretend  to  Pleafantry  and 
Humour  ;  all  which  is  at  prefent  highly  difapproved 
of  in  polite  Afiemblies.     As  to  the  Ufe  of  proverbial 
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13 


14  The  Lady'j  Preceptor. 

Sayings,  when  they  are  a  fropos^  and  not  too  fre- 
quently had  recourfe  to,  I  am  far  from  condemning 
it ;  they  are  a  kind  of  Salt  which  feafon  Difcourfe, 
and  by  means  of  which  a  great  deal  is  faid  in  a  very 
few  Words, 

0/*Appearing  Absent  in  Company. 

NEVER  permit  your  Mind  to  be  abfent  in 
Company,  efpecially  when  you  are  amongft  People 
of  Rank  and  Diftinction  ;  but  apply  yourfelf  entirely 
to  what  they  are  faying  or  doing,  in  order  to  fpeak  or 
anfwer  properly,  and  to  let  them  fee  that  you  are  not 
infenfible  of  the  Honour  they  do  you  in  admitting 
you  to  their  Converfation  \  avoiding  at  the  fame  time 
the  leaft  Appearance  of  being  tired,  uneafy,  or  im- 
patient in  their  Company. 

Of  Contradiction. 

PRESERVE  your  Mind  always  free  from  Pre- 
judice, and  open  to  Conviction  upon  reafonable  Proof. 
The  Spirit  of  Contradiction  renders  every  one  ex- 
tremely difagreeable  in  Company,  but  more  efpeci- 
ally thofe  of  the  Fair  Sex.     This  vain  Conceit  of 
their  own  Opinion  difcovers  them  to  have  more  Pre- 
emption than  Prudence,  and  to  be  rather  pofitive 
than  polite ;   notwithflanding  which  it   is  in  high 
Practice  in  the  World  at  prefent,  and  frequently  di£ 
cernible  even  amongft  Thofe  who  kt  up  for  Patterns 
of  Poiitenefs,  and  is  therefore  more  vigilantly  to  be 
guarded  againft. 
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Of  Calumny  and  Detractio n. 

A  S  the  Converfation  of  the  World,  and  efpecially 
that  of  the  Beau  Monde,  runs  very  often  upon  Ca- 
lumny and  Detraction,  endeavour  always  to  fhew,  by 
your  Silence,  that  you  are  not  pleafed  with  the  Sub- 
ject, or  elfe  generoufly' undertake  the  Defence  of  the 
Abfent,  and  at  leaft  fay,  that  you  don't  queftion  but 
were  they  prefent,  they  would  be- able  to  vindicate 
themfelves,  and  produce  Reafons  for  their  Conduct. : 
But  upon  this  occafion  avoid  difcovering  the  lead 
Emotion  in  your  Countenance,  or  Eagernefs  in  your 
Expreflions,  and  do  it  with  fuch  an  Air  of  Freedom 
and  Tranquillity,  as  may  manifeft  that  you  are  far 
from  being  prejudiced  in  the  Cafe,  but  that  Juflice 
and  Good-nature  are  the  fole  Motives  of  what  you  fay. 

Of  Vain-Glory. 

MOST  of  your  Sex,  Madam,  who  can  fee  fa 
very  clearly  into  the  Conduct  of  others,  too  rarely 
ftudy,  or  become  acquainted  with  their  own  :  After 
they  have  been  at  the  pains  of  portraiting,  and  hang- 
ing up  to  publick  View  the  Faults  and  Imperfections 
of  another,  one  would  imagine  they  might  flop  there, 
as  having  gone  a  length  fuiiicient ;  but  no,  They  are 
not  content  with  having  accufed  others,  but  muft  jus- 
tify themfelves  before  they  are  accufed,  and  lanch 
out  into  Encomiums  upon  the  Excellency  of  their 
Conduct,  without  any  body's  requiring  an  account  of 
it.  Carefully  avoid  this  Error,  which  is  at  prefent  fo 
very  common  ;  and  if  you  cannot  dilpenfe  with  your 
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felf  from  condemning  the  Conduct  of  others,  pray 
don't  be  over-induftrious  in  extolling  your  own  :  In 
doing  the  former,  never  fhew  the  lead  Spirit  of  Ral- 
lery  or  Spleen,  which  only  produces  Refentment  in- 
ftead  of  Reformation  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  latter* 
how  modefl  and  decent  does  It  look,  pray,  to  let  one's 
felf  up  for  a  Model  of  Perfection  ?  Believe  me* 
Madam,  very  few  will  be  Co  kind  as  to  take  us  up- 
on our  own  Words,  but  rather  defpife  us  for  our 
Oitentation  and  Vanity  \  and  then  how  mortified 
mufi:  we  be,  to  find  we  are  become  the  Jed,  inflead 
of  the  Idol  of  Mankind,  and  that  after  fo  much  la~ 
bour  to  make  ourfelves  mine,  we  have  only  rubbed 
out  the  Luflre  which  we  might  have  laid  claim  to 
before.  True  Merit  is  never  attended  with  Pride  and 
Supercilioufnefs  \  to  compliment  ourfelves,  whilft  we 
degrade  others,  looks  as  if  we  were  confcious  of  our 
own  Infignificancy,  and  had  nothing  but  Outfide  and 
Ill-nature  to  make  us  confpicuous. 

Of  Prejudice. 

T  HE  R  E  is  another  Foible  too  prevalent  in  many 
of  your  Sex,  which  is  that  of  being  paffionate  and 
warm  about  things  which  generally  ought  to  be  in- 
different to  you.  A  Difpute  has  arofe,  perhaps,  be- 
tween two  of  your  Acquaintance,  who  are  neither 
your  Relations  nor  particular  Friends  ;  upon  this 
you  ftrike  in  with  the  firft  that  endeavours  to  engage 
you,  however  (light  reafon  you  may  have  for  fo  do- 
ing, without  giving  yourfelf  time  to  examine  into 
the  Merits  of  the  Conteft,  or  the  Juftice  of  fuch  a 
Prepoffeffion.    Once  you  have  declared  yourfelf,  the 

moft 
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mod  weighty  Reafons  on  the  one  fide  fhall  be  fiifpeft- 
ed,  at  the  fame  time  that  you  juftify  the  culpable 
Proceeding  of  the  other  •,  your  too  fanguine  Paffion 
determines   inftantly  upon  the  Affair,  and  the  Mif- 
fortune    is,  that  by  going  fo    far,  you  don't  even 
leave  it  in  your  power  to  return.     Prepofifeffions  of 
this  nature  betray  a  great  deal  of  Levity,  and  too 
little  Equity  in  the  Difpofition  •,  and  are  likewife  fre- 
quently the  Caufe  of  unhappy  Diffenfions  in  Families. 
Remember    therefore,  young  Lady,    to  be  always 
refervecl  at  fuch  Conjunctures,  or  if  you  can't  avoid 
being  concerned  in   them,  fufpend  your  Judgment 
however,   and  inftead  of  being  warm  and  eager  in  the 
Bufinefs,   endeavour  to  gain  each  Party  over  to  Rea- 
fon  ;  and  accomplifh,  by  that  means,  an  Accommo- 
dation between  them  :  A  Conduct  by  far  more  ho- 
nourable and  praife- worthy  than  that  which  I  have 
been    inveighing  againfr.     The  Mediation  I    here 
mention   feems  not,  indeed,   to  be  the  Province  of 
one.  fo  young,  Madam,  as  you  are ;  but  you  have 
already  given  fuch   fhrong   Inflances  of  your  good 
Underflanding  upon  many  Occafions,  that  there  are 
none  of  your  Friends  but  would  readily  commit  their 
Caufe  to  your  Judgment,  and  Decifion. 

Of  being  too  I  n  qjj  i  s  i  t  i  v  e. 

NOTWITHSTANDINGwhatlhavefaid 
of  the  Neceffity  of  an  Infight  into  things,  in  order 
to  the  Attainment  of  good  Senfe,  and  rightly  form- 
ing the  Judgment,  there  are  ilill  fome  Occafions 
where  one  mould  beware  of  too  much  Curioiity,  left 
we  either  fhouJd  prejudice  our  own  Intereft,  or  offend 
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others  by  indulging  it.  I  have  known  People  warmly 
repent  their  having  penetrated  into  an  Affair  or  In- 
trigue, whereby  they  had  fuffered  no  fmall  Detriment, 
by  going  farther  than  they  ftiould  have  done.  The 
Ladies,  who  have  a  much  more  lively  Curiofity  than 
us  Men5  generally  pufh  it  to  the  Extremity,  being 
charmed  at  getting  acquainted  with  their  Neighbours 
Foibles,  without  reflecting  that  they  have  greater  of 
their  own  to  correct.  Nothing  is  more  cuftomary 
in  the  Commerce  of  the  World,  than  the  Wrongs  of 
this  nature,  which  we  praclife  towards  one  another : 
If  this  fame  Curiofity  makes  you  inquifitive  to  know 
the  Caufe  of  Peoples  proceeding  thus,  I'll  tell  you, 
Madam.  There  is  a  kind  of  Habit  and  Correfpon- 
dence  between  our  Reafon  and  our  own  Faults,  fo 
that  they  fubfift  together,  without  making  War  with 
each  other ;  but  when  the  Errors  of  our  Neighbour 
come  in  queftion,  our  whole  Reafon  is  prefently  en- 
gaged againft  them,  examines  them  with  the  utmofl: 
Severity,  purfues  them  indefatigably,  and  condemns 
them  without  Mercy.  Let  me  difTuade  you  then, 
From  •  being  inquifitive  into  things  which  there 
is  no  Occafion  you  fhould  be  acquainted  with ; 
for  too  much  Curiofity  always  leads  to  Indifcretion, 
which  is  the  moil  unfortunate  of  all  Errors.  Under 
this  Head  I  would,  likewife,  advife  you  to  avoid  ask- 
ing Queftions  about  a  Multitude  of  things  which  it  is 
a  Matter  of  Indifference  to  you,  whether  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  them  or  not.  When  any  one  is  read- 
ing a  Letter  near  you,  carefully  fhun  cafting  an  Eye 
upon  it ;  or  if  alone  in  the  Clofet  or  Apartment  of  a 
Friend,  never  attempt  to  look  into  any  Papers  that 

may 
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may  lie  on  the  Table,  but  keep  your  Eyes,  as  you 
would  your  Hands,  from  pilfering  any  thing  there. 

Of  Whispering  and  Laughing/^ 

Company. 

BEWARE  of  Laughing  in  Company  with- 
out every  one  prefent  being  acquainted  with  the  Oc- 
cafion ;  it  is  likewife  inexcufable  at  fuch  a  time, 
either  to  whiiper  yourfelf,  or  even  to  attend  to  others 
who  would  do  the  fame  to  you,  if  you  can  poffibly 
ward  it  off;  but  if  that  can't  be  done,  either  re- 
turn your  Anfwer  aloud,  or,  if  it  be  a  Secret,  none, 
at  all.  The  Rules  of  Politenefs  prohibit  every  thing 
of  this  nature,  for  the  reft  of  the  Company,  upon 
theie  Occafions,  have  all  the  right  in  the  World  to 
think  themfelves  the  Subjects  of  your  Convejiation 
and  Ridicule.  All  Laughing,  Whifpering,  affec- 
ted Nods,  Grimaces,  and  half  Speeches,  of  which 
the  Subject  is  unknown,  are  the  Height  of  Imper- 
tinence and  Ill-breeding. 

O/Applauding  and  Censuring 
People   rajfjly. 

WE  are  feldom  over-pleafed  at  hearing  other 
People  praifed,  eipecially  if  we  ourfelves  have  no 
Intereft  in  it ;  when  you  are  therefore  in  Company, 
whofe  Inclinations  you  are  not  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with,  be  cautious  how  you  applaud  any  one 
of  your  own  Friends,  who  is  not  theirs  at  the  lame 
time.  You  may  think  you  have  done  your  Friend  a 
good  Office  by  it,  but,  believe  me.  Lady,  you  have 
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only  drawn  down  upon  him  all  the  Malice  and 
Slander,  that  an  envious  Perlbn  or  a  fecrec  Enemy 
is  capable  of.  There  is  likewife  often  the  fame 
Imprudence  in  not  approving  of  the  Conduct  of  any 
particular  Perfon,  whom  one  of  the  Company  fpeaks 
with  Applaufe  of;  I  have  CtQn  many  People  under 
great  Perplexity,  by  falling  into  Errors  of  this  na- 
ture before  they  were  aware  of  it.  The  indifcreet 
Perfon  who  fpeaks,  has  always  reafbn  to  doubt  whe- 
ther he  mall  pleafe  or  not;  the  prudent  Perfon 
who  is  filent,  is  fure  he  fhall  not  difpleafe.  I  re- 
member an  Accident  which  happened  to  myfelf,  (fo 
Self)  you  fee,  Madam,  prevails  even  upon  the  very 
Preceptor,  whilit  he  is  reafoning  againfl"  it)  that  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  as  an  Inftance  of  this.  Being  newly 
arrived  in  a  certain  Town,  and  talking  with  a  young 
Gentleman  in  the  Street  one  day,  his  Lady,  who 
was  a  very  fine  and  agreeable  Woman,  happened  to 
pafs  by  us ;  I  was  at  that  time  unacquainted  with  her, 
but  taking  particular  Notice  of  her,  as  ihe  went  by, 
I  turned  to  her  Husband  and  faid,  If  that  Lady  be 
not  an  arrant  Coquette,  her  Eyes  do  her  a  very  great 
Injury :  He,  fmiling,  took  it  as  he  ought  j  and  Ihe 
failed  not  afterwards  to  call:  many  agreeable  Re- 
proaches on  me  for  the  bad  Opinion  I  had  of  her 
Eyes  s  notwithstanding  which  I  was  convinced,  that 
I  had  talked  inadvertently,  and  like  a  rafh  young 
Fellow  :  So  true  is  it,  that  we  can  never  be  too  cau- 
tious of  what  we  fay,  eipecially  when  we  are  fpeaking 
of  People  tkat  we  have  little  or  no  Acquaintance 
with. 
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Of  Mimicking  others. 

I F  Rallery  be  an  offenfive  and  difagreeable  Thing, 
much  more  fo  is  Mimicking  the  Gefture  or  Speech 
of  another,  and  which  is  feldom  of  ever  done  with 
Impunity.  The  Character  of  a  Mimick  is  one  of 
the  lowed  and  moil  odious  of  any,  and  ferves  only 
to  procure  one  a  great  many  Enemies :  'Tis  a  Part 
fit  only  for  a  King's  Fool  to  perform,  who  is  to  fa- 
criflce  every  thing  to  his  Mailer's  Diverfion.  It  is 
the  Talent  of  the  Stage  never  to  deicribe  either  the 
Humour  or  Follies  of  People,  without  difplaying 
Portraits  of  them  at  the  fame  time.  No  one,  efpe- 
cially  of  your  Sex,  Madam,  v/ill  ever  pardon  a 
Treatment  of  that  nature.  There  are  but  too  many 
Fathers  and  Mothers,  |who  are  tranfported.at  thefe 
apifh  Tricks  in  their  Children,  looking  on  them  as 
Marks  of  a  fuperior  Genius  and  Wit  -,  but  they  are 
extremely  miftaken  in  this,  and  ought  to  correel  them 
for  it,  as  a  very  dangerous  Vice,  and  as  what,  in  the 
future  Courfe  of  their  Lives,  may  bring  them  into 
many  difagreeable  Situations. 

Take  care  of  being,  fo  over- charmed,  Madam, 
with  the  Converfation  of  young  People  of  your  own 
Standing  and  Condition  in  Life,  as  to  defpife  that  of 
Perfons  more  advanced  in  Years,  and  experienced  in 
the  World,  from  which  you  may  always  draw  con- 
fiderable  Advantage,  and  be  inflrucled  in  thofe  things 
which  you  could  not,  as  yet,  have  learnt  from  Ex- 
perience. There  is  a  great  deal,  both  of  Prudence 
and  Wifclom,  in  conquering  the  natural  Repugnance 

we 
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we  have  towards  converting  with  fuch  difproportioned 
Company  ;  and  we  ought  to  reflect,  that  by  this 
means  we  may  acquire,  in  a  very  little  time,  what 
muft  otherwife  be  the  Fruit  of  long  Obferva- 
tion. 

Truth  holds  the  golden  Mean  between  Flattery 
and  Detraction,  both  which  are  equally  dangerous 
Extremities  you  ought  carefully  to  fhun,  Rather 
ftifle  a  Jeft  at  any  time,  than  give  the  leaft  Offence 
to  any  one  by  uttering  it  j  for  right  Reafon  will  in*- 
form  us,  that  we  ought  to  ftudy  more  how  to  avoid 
fpeaking  evil  of  others,  than  how  to  acquire  the 
Reputation  of  being  Wits  ourfelves.  As  for  Flat- 
tery, confider  that  it  is  compounded  of  Falfhood 
and  Injuftice  ;  and  that  therefore  he  who  attends  to 
it,  is  generally  the  Dupe  of  a  Knave,  and  a  Liar. 

Of  being  Blind   to  what  gives  us  Offence. 

I  T  is  frequently  very  advantageous  to  appear  Blind 
to  what  gives  us  Offence  :  Suppofe  a  Female  Acquain- 
tance fhould  complain  of  your  having  done  her  an  Inju- 
ry, and  begin  her  Revenge  by  loading  you  with  Re- 
proaches 5  why  if  you  ftifle  your  Refentment,  and  take 
no  notice  of  them,  fhe'll  be  quickly  appeafed,  and  you'll 
have  an  Enemy  the  lefs.  You  muff,  not  judge  of 
others,  Madam,  by  yourfelf,  who  are  naturally  good, 
generous,  and  fincere.  Confider  that  the  Heart  of 
Man  is  full  of  Diifimulation,  fenfible  of  Injuries, 
and  always  prompt  to  Revenge.  You  have  hap- 
pened to  fay  fomething,  perhaps,  which  one  in  the 
Company  was  offended  at,  without  either  intending 
It,  or  ever  reflecting  upon  it  afterwards,  when  you  are 
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furprifed  to  find  her  embracing  the  firft  Opportunity 
of  inveighing  bitterly  againft  you,  in  order  to  dik 
charge  her  Refentment  for  the  Offence  you  had  in- 
advertently given  her  ;  for  this  reafon  young  People 
lhould  not  expofe  themfelves  too  foon  in  the  Grand 
Monde,  but  attend  long  to  what  others  fay  and  do; 
make  their  Remarks  on  what  is  rights  or  wrono- 
in  their  Behaviour,  obferve  the  diiferent  Effects 
thereby  produced,  inform  themfelves  what  Qualities 
have  procured  fuch  or  fuch  a  Lady  fa  great  Reputa- 
tion and  Applaufe  in  the  World  ;  and,  in  one  word, 
fearch  out  the  Ways  which  lead  to  Merit,  and  they'll 
be  fure  to  arrive  at  it. 

O/Gallantry  from  the  Men. 

I  T  would  be  in  itfelf  a  Tranfgreflion  of  the  Rule* 
of  Politenefs,  to  entertain  one  fo  young  and  bloom- 
ing as  you  are,  Madam,  with  Difcourfes  upon  things 
of  a  very  ferious  Nature  \  I  fhall  therefore  leave  them 
to  your  own  future  good  Underftanding,  and  pro- 
ceed within  the  Limits  I  at  firft  prefcribed  myfelf. 
In  the  next  place,  then,  fair  Lady,  I  would  give  you 
this  Piece  of  Counfel,  not  to  be  greatly  alarmed  at  a 
little  Gallantry  that  may  be  fhewn  you,  or  a  fine 
thing  faid  to  you  by  a  Man  of  Fafhion  and  Wit^  up- 
on which  Occafion  you  may  very  well  acquit  your- 
felf  by  a  gentle  Smile  accompanied  with  a  Blufh,  to 
fhew  that  you  are  neither  a  Prude  or  Coquette  ;  but 
as  this  is  a  tender  Subject,  and  very  difficult  for  you 
to  maintain  properly  for  any  time,  make  it  your  En- 
deavour to  give  a  different  Turn  to  the  Difcourfe ; 
which  laudable  Piece  of  Artifice  may  fcrve  to  difea- 
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gage  you,    without  Jeflening   in  the  lead  People's 
Opinion  of  your  Wit. 

Although  upon  fuch  Occafions  'tis  certainly  bed  to 
make  no  Arifwer  at  all  ;  yet,  if  it  can't  be  avoided, 
take  care  that  your  Repartees  be  fliort,  rnodeft,  and 
judicious  •,  in  order  to  which  you  may  venture  to  pro- 
phefy  what  handfome  things  you'll  have  faid  to  you 
upon  this  Head,  and  confequently  to  confider  before-  • 
hand  what  Anfwer  you  may  the  moil  properly  make 
to  them  ;  remembring  always  that  your  Modefty 
and  Referve  have  no  Appearance  of  Haughtinefs  or 
Difdain,  but  be  conflantly  feafoned  with  Sweetnefs 
and  Civility  ;  not  affected,  but  maintained  equally 
by  the  Opinion  they  fhall  have  of  your  Virtue  and 
Severity. 

Of  Friendship   with  Men. 

YOUR  Efleem  and  Friendship  mould  be  always 
bellowed  on  true  Merit,  that's  to  fay,  on  thofe  whom 
you  know  to  be  pofTefTed  of  it,  and  have  the  Repu- 
tation of  being  fo  ;  but  if  they  mould  then  happen 
to  be  Perfons  of  our  Sex,  and  fuch  as  would  proba- 
bly take  advantage  of  your  good  Opinion  of  them, 
be  careful  of  maintaining  that  Uriel:  Watch  over  your 
Eyes,  Words,  and  Heart,  that  they  may  not  in  the 
lead  perceive  you  have  any  particular  Regard  for 
them,  other  wife  you  have  taken  a  dangerous  Step9 
which  may  give  them  hopes  of  your  going  flill  far- 
ther. Such  a  Difcovery  would  give  room  for  Ap- 
plications and  Importunities,  which  might  put  your 
Virtue  to  a  fiery  Trial,  and  endanger  your  Reputa- 
tion at  the  fame  time,  whilft  the  reft  of  your  Sex, 

who 
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who  faw  and  envied  your  fuperior  Wifdom  and  Ac- 
complifhments,  would  give  you  lefs  Quarter  than 
they  would  to  one  who  did  not  eclipfe  them  fb  much. 
A  Friendfhip  of  this  kind  is  commonly  ftiled 
Efteem  ;  but  have  a  care,  young  Lady,  left  it  go 
farther  than  you  intended  it  fhould.  The  Merit  of 
a  Man  of  Wit  and  Senfe  has  a  prevalent  Influence 
on  a  Woman's  Inclinations,  and  that  Efteem  which 
ihe  fuffered  herfelf  to  indulge  at  firft,  is  generally 
the  Road  that  leads  to  her  Heart. 

To  him  with  whom  you  risk  a  Party 

At  firft,  of  your  Efteem, 
Once  got  that  Credit  in  your  Heart, 

Love  next  his  Due  you'll  deem. 

Of  Love. 

LOVE  is  a  whimfical  Paffion,  Madam,  which 
deprives  thofe  of  Wit  who  had  it  before,  and  infpires 
thofe  with  it  who  had  never  any  till  then.  'Tis  an 
agreeable  Declivity  which  has  its  Precipices  and 
Falls ;  an  Enchantment  which  flatters  the  Fancy, 
and  gives  a  vifionary  Pleafure,  but  at  the  fame  time 
there  is  infinite  Danger  in  being  led  by  it.  You, 
Madam,  are  young,  rich  and  fair,  and  confequently 
have  a  thoufand  Occafions  of  loving  and  of  being 
loved  ;  but  thefe  very  Advantages  are  what  lay  you 
under  an  indifpenfable  Obligation  to  be  more  circum- 
fpect  and  referved  than  others  lefs  happy  in  thofe 
Refpe&s  ;  confider  that  there  is  nothing  more'impor- 
tant  in  every  State  of  Life,  than  to  conduct  your- 
felf  prudently  with  regard  to  our  Sex ;  moft  of  them 
take  as  much,  nay}  indeed,  more  Pleafure  in  being 
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thought  happy  Lovers,  and  to  gain  Victories  over  the 
Fair,  than  in  reality  to  do  it :  This  is  a  Piece  of  Va- 
nity built  on  the  Notion,  that  the  World  muft  ima- 
gine  them  to  poffefs  fome  irrefiftible  Accomplifti- 
ments  who  could  vanquifli  the  moft   rigid  Virtue, 
adorned  with  the  brighter!:  Beauty  and  Merit.     It  is, 
therefore,  highly  neceflary  for  you,  Madam,  to  avoid 
ever  dropping  an  Expreflion  that  may  flatter  their 
Vanity,  or  give  them  a  Glimpfe  of  Hopes  that  they 
might  fucceed  in  their  Purfuit;  for  as  they  have  a 
greater  Regard  for   their  own  Reputation  than  for 
yours,  they  will  be  always  ready  to  take  more  than 
you  ought  to  allow  them.     A  Woman,  who  is  wil- 
ling to  go  as  great  Lengths  in  their  Favour  as  ihe 
may  do  without  Imputation,  will  be  mighty  apt  to 
take  a  little   Step    farther,    without    being     much 
ftartled  at  it.     You  may  have  fhewn  a  Civility  per- 
haps,  or  even  fome  flight  Piece  of  Complaifance, 
without  thinking  any  thing  more  of  the  matter;  but 
one   of  thofe  prefumptuous   Sparks,   who  conflxues 
every  thing  agreeable  to  the  Opinion  he  has  of  his 
own  fweet  Perfon,  is  a  very  dangerous  Interpreter : 
He  won't  fail  to  make  you  think  as  he  does,  and  wil] 
conclude,  in  fpite  of  all  your  Precautions,  that  you 
intend  to  make  him  happy  in  time. 

O/Matrimony. 

I T  has  been  juftly  obferved,  that  young  People 
of  your  Sex,  who  are  fuffered  to  beMiftreflfes  of  their 
own  Inclinations,  very  feldom  fucceed  in  the  nice  and 
important  Bufinefs  of  Matrimony.  They  are  apt  to 
Surrender  at  the  firft  Attack,  without  reflecting  of  what 
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moment  it  4s  to  deliberate  upon  their  Choice ;  they 
look  upon  Matrimony  as  the  Period  jo  the  filial 
Subjection  they  are  uneafy  under,  and  as  a  State  of 
more  Freedom  and  Independency,  than  that  which 
it  delivers  them  from,  and  therefore  rum  into  it  with 
Tranfport  the  very  firfl  Opportunity.  I  have  km 
many,  but  alas  too  late!  moft  cordially  repenting 
that  they  had  not  left  the  whole  Difpofal  of  them- 
felves,  in  this  refpect,  to  their  Relations  or  Friends, 
who  would  probably  have  made  a  more  judicious,  as 
well  as  fortunate  Choice. 

Take  warning,    Madam,    from    fuch   Examples, 
and  form  your  Conduct   upon  oppofite   Principles  1 
perfevere    heroical  in     the   fame   Delicacy  of  Sen- 
timents, which  I  have  hitherto  remarked  in  you,  fo 
as  to  tremble  at  the  leaft  Freedoms  or  Particularities 
with  thofe  of  our  Sex;  and  lhould  a  thing  of  that 
nature  at  any  time  overtake  you,  reproach  yourfeif 
for  fuch  a  Slip,  and  reflect  that  it  bids  fair  for  de- 
priving you,  not  only  of  your  Quiet,  but  of  your 
Reputation  likewife.     In  your  prefent  dangerous  Si- 
tuation, with  Youth,  Riches,  and  Beauty  around  you, 
it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  for  you  to  hide  this  re- 
bellious Paffion  under  the  Mask  of  Good- nature  and 
pure  Civility-  and  above  all  to  take  care  that  your 
Eyes  don't  betray  you,  and  treafonably  publifh  the 
Sentiments  of  your  Heart.     As  long  as  a  Man  does 
not  think  you  have  any  particular  Affections  for  him, 
he  will  attempt  nothing  but  what  you  may  eafily  repel ; 
but  mould  he  difcover  your  Foible,  and  be  convinced  of 
it  from  fome  Regard  he  has  obferved  you  to  fhew  him, 
you  ought  the  more  to  fear  that  the  Knave  has  made  a 
Conqueft  of  your  Heart ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he'll 
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become  more  intrepid,  bold,  enterprifing^  and  dan- 
gerous.    In  this  Cafe,  you  ought  to  have  Recourfe 
to  Abfence  for  Relief,  or  at  lead  to  avoid  ever  being 
in  a  Place  where  he  can  poffiblyhave  the  liberty  of 
coming  to  an  Explanation  v/ith  you.     But  how  to 
find  a  Remedy  where  there  is  not  one  ?    Why,  truly 
I  have  only  this  to  fay,  you  mud  call  in  your  Under- 
flanding  to  defend  your  Heart,  and  determine  that  as 
you  had  always  hitherto  been  happily  Miftrefs  of  it, 
fo  you  would  flill  continue  to  be  ;  and  never  be  put 
to  the  blufh  for  the  contrary  by  any  one,     You'll 
very  probably  be  furprifed  at  my  talking  to  you  in 
this  manner ;    but  believe  me,  Madam,  you  ought 
not  to  build  fo  much  upon  your  own  Force,  as  not 
to  call  in  the  Succours  of  Counfel  and  Precaution- 
Young  Ladies  of  your  Character  are  often  the  moft 
vigoroufly  aflaulted,  becaufe  the  moft  difficult  Con- 
quers are  what  Men  of  the  moil  Wit  and  Delicacy 
delight  in. 

Many,  efpecially  thofe  of  your  own  Sex,  Madam, 
will  be  frequently  talking  to  you  of  Matrimony,  and 
endeavouring  to  difcover  your  Sentiments  upon  fome 
Match  or  other  that  they  want  to  propofe  to  you ; 
but  beware  faying  any  thing  that  may  difcover  either 
your  Inclination  or  Averfion,  with  regard  to  that  in 
queftion.  Though  Diffimulation  is  not  a  very  laudable 
Quality  in  general,  yet  in  this  Cafe  you  may  be  per- 
mitted a  little  ;  but  be  fure  to  conceal  it  prudently 
under  the  Appearance  of  Modefty  and  Submiffion ; 
and  inform  them,  by  the  little  Perplexity  you  feem 
under  in  making  an  Anfwer,  that  you  are  not  the 
Peribn    to   be   confulted   upon    fuch  a  Head,    but 
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ways  make  your  own.  Not,  Madam,  but  I'll  rea- 
dily acknowledge,  that  as  you  are  principally  in- 
terefted  in  an  Affair  of  that  Importance,  you  ought 
to  have  your  Share  in  determining  upon  it  •,  Heaven 
having  call  into  your  Lot  an  ample  Meafure  both  of 
Wit  and  Judgment,  you'll  here  have  an  ample  Oc- 
cafion  for  them  both.  As  to  Fortune  and  Birth,  you 
may  rely  upon  your  Relations  and  Friends  to  take  care 
of  thefe  Particulars;  but  as  to  Perfon,  the  Choice  is 
entirely  placed  in  yourfelf.  If  he  be  a  very  young 
Man,  mark  well  what  he  is  at  prefent,  and  what  he 
gives  hope  of  being  hereafter  ;  but  in  this  cafe,  guard 
your  Inclinations  againft  certain  little  Engagements 
that  bewitch  the  Underftanding,  and  banifh  the 
Thoughts  of  what  is  to  come  :  If  he  be  a  Man  ar- 
rived at  Ripenefs  of  Years,  and  is  all  at  prefent  that 
it  can  be  expected  he  ever  lhould  be,  inform  yourfelf 
what  his  Manner  of  Life  has  been,  whether  he  is 
one  of  Probity,  Religion,  good  Conduct,  and  Repu- 
tation \  whether  he  be  fubject  to  any  difagreeable  In- 
firmity, or  violent  Pafllon :  In  a  word,  whether  his 
Morals,  Manners  and  Temper  are  agreeable  to  your 
own.  Confult  yourfelf  well  upon  this  Subject  ;  the 
Choice  in  queftion  is  for  your  Life,  and  in  regard  to 
which  you  cannot  take  too  much  Precaution,  or  too 
well  concerted  Meafures. 

Of  Duty  to  Parents. 

ALTHOUGH  you  live  as  it  were  in  the  Na- 
ture of  a  Friend  only,  with  your  Father  and  Mother, 
who  fhew  the  utmoft  Tendernefs  and  Affection  to- 
wards you  i  yet  always  preferve  the  higheft  Venera- 
tion 
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tion  and  Duty  for  Them  :  Honour  them  with  a  Love 
and  Refpect,  flowing  purely  from  the  Fountain  of 
Gratitude,  which  they  have  a  juft  Claim  to  on  ac- 
count of  the  Benefits  they  have  conferred  upon  you. 
Nothing  is  required  of  you  by  them,  but  what  is 
agreeable  to  your  own  Inclinations,  becaufe  they  are 
perfuaded  you  can  do  nothing  amifs.     They  every 
day  hear  fo  much  in  your  favour  from  their  Friends  ; 
fuch  Encomiums  upon  your  good  Senfe,  Ingenuity, 
and  Conduct,  that  there  is  nothing  farther  wanting 
to  confirm  them  in  their  good  Opinion  of  you  ;  it> 
therefore  only  remains  with  you  not  to  make  an  ill 
ufe  of  it,  but  to  be  always  fubmiflive,  good,  and  com- 
plaifant  to  them,  and  officious  to  do  them  any  Service 
or  Pleafure  that  lies  within  your  reach.     At  the  fame 
time  be  fingularly  careful  never  to  let  flip  a  Word, 
which  may  injure  the  reft  of  your  Sifters  in  their  Af- 
fection, in  order  to  juftify  their  Prepoflefiion  in  your 
favour.     Such  a  Procedure  as  this  is  a  pitiful  and 
malicious  Effect  of  Self-love,  which  is  the  lefs  equi- 
table* as  it  covets  all  for  itfelf,  and  would  concede 
nothing  to  others.     If  their  Temper  or  Humour 
fhould  not,  at  all  times,  ftrike  in  with  yours,  acqui- 
efce  without  the  leaft  Oppofition  or  Murmuring,  and 
have  a  religious  Care  of  never  complaining  of  it  to 
others. 

Of  Pride  ^Condescension. 

Y  O  U  are  a  Perfon  of  Diftin&ion  by  Birth,  which 
is  an  Advantage  you  contributed  nothing  towards 
yourfelf,  and  therefore  never  defpife  others  for  not 
being  fo  fortunate  in  this  refpect  as  you  are.     Con- 

verfe 
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verfe  with  thofe  who  are  beneath  you  as  if  you  was 
their  Equal,  and  with  your  Equals  as  if  you  were  be- 
neath them,  which  will  not  only  oblige  them  to  give 
you  your  own  Place,  but  each  will  willingly  yield  you 
Theirs.     I  know  not  a  greater  Mark  of  a  mean  Spi- 
rit, than  thole  haughty  Airs  which  too  many  of  your 
Sex  aflame,  with  regard  to  that  ridiculous  Foppery  of 
taking  Place,  as  they  call  it,  and  of  being  particu- 
larly diftinguifhed  wherever  they  come.     The  gene- 
ral Rule  is,  that  if  we  would  have  others  fhew  a  Re- 
fpect  to  us,  we  fhould  begin  with  mewing  it  to  them 
firft,  and  never  exact  more  from  them  than  they  choofe 
to  grant  us  of  their  own  accord.     Obferve  then,  with- 
out Envy,  thofe  above  you,  as  you  ought,  without 
Contempt,  thofe  beneath  you :  But  if  our  Birth  or 
Dignity  fets  us  fuperior  to  thofe  with  whom  we  live^ 
we  ought  to  make  ufe  of  that  Superiority  as  a  means 
to  procure  us  their  Love  and  Refpecl,  without  being 
either  a  Reftraint  or  a  Burden  to  them. 

Of  true  and  falfe  Nobility. 

HIGH  Birth  is  not  always  a  legitimate  Title  to 
exalt  us  above  others.  True  Nobility  is  not  heredi- 
tary, but  is  purchafed  by  eminent  and  perfonal  Vir-  ■ 
tues ;  fo  that  the  Father  does  not  tranfmit  it  to  the 
Son,  without  at  the  fame  time  entering  into  a  tacit 
Contract  with  him,  to  act  in  the  lame  manner  as  he 
had  done  before  him,  to  merit  and  acquire  it.  The 
Man  comes  into  the  World  naked,  weak  and  igno- 
rant 5  Time  and  Nurture  give  Strength  to  his  Body, 
Science  and  Society  form  his  Mind,  whilfl  Experi- 
ence and  Reflexion  teach  him  Wifdom  j  at  length  he 
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becomes  fenfible  to  Honour  and  Fame,  and  ftudies 
the  Methods  of  attaining  to  them  :  He  is  taken  no- 
tice of  by  the  Prince  or  the  Republick,  who  confer 
high  Dignities  on  him,  either  to  employ  or  reward  his 
Virtue  :  If  fuch  a  one  be  great  by  Birth,  he  becomes 
by  this  Conduct  ftill  more  great  \  if  his  Birth  be  ob- 
fcure,  he  has  the  Advantage  of  being  indebted  to  no 
body  but  himfelf,  for  the  Nobility  he  has  acquired  by 
fuch  noble  Actions,  and  is  a  thoufand  times  more  praife- 
worthy  than  thofe  who  are  Right  Honour  able  s  only  by 
means  of  their  Pelf,  or  the  Atchievements  of  their 
Great  Grandfathers  ;  and  who  are  forced  to  patch  up 
their  Figure  with  the  Relicks  of  the  Dead,  and  rifle 
Tomb-ftones  and  Monuments  for  Reputation.  ** 

*Tis  Virtue,  therefore,  only  which  can  bellow  No- 
bility ;  Glory  and  Reputation  exalts  it,  and  gives  it  a 
Value  in  the  Opinion  of  Mankind,  who  revere  thofe 
who  are  clothed  with  fuch  a  Mark  of  Diftin&ion  : 
But  there  are  many,  too  many,  alas !  of  our  mo- 
dern Nobles,  who  abufe,  with  Impunity,  the  Ho- 
nours which  are  paid  them,  and  the  Good- nature  of 
the  Prince  who  permits  it.  Of  this  Number  I  reckon 
yon  magnificent  Lord,  who  boafls  fuch  a  fuperb 
Equipage,  and  Multitude  of  Attendants,  who  hap- 
pily finds  himfelf  in  a  Pod  of  Command  and  great 
Employments  left  him  by  his  Anceftors,  without 
employing  himfelf  about  any  thing  but  his  own 
Grandeur,  or  regarding  any  thing  but  what  is  fub- 
fervient  to  his  Pleafures,  or  flatters  his  Vanity.  A 
true  Nobleman  is  of  a  very  different  Stamp  \  fuch  a 
one  does  not  content  himfelf  with  the  Dignity  he 
found  in  his  Family,  but  is  ambitious  perfonally  to 
merit  the  Honour  which  by  Birth  he  was  Heir  to. 

He 
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He  looks  on  himfelf  as  obliged  to  furpafs  in  Virtue 
thofe'  whom  he  furpafTes  in  Birth  ;  to  be  true  to  his 
God  and  his  Prince,  upright  and  fincere  in  all  his 
Con  duel:,  valiant  upon  every  honourable  Occafion, 
exact  in  all  the  Duties  of  civil  Life  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  bediftinguifhed  and 
refpe&ed  by  all  who  know  him.  I  mud  here  add, 
that  a  Man  may  be  truly  noble  without  ever  being 
enobled,  like  one  who  is  Mailer  of  a  ProfeiTion,  but 
does  not  enjoy  the  Privileges  belonging  to  it. 

Happy  then  He  on  whom  Fortune  bellowed 
PredecefTors  that  were  Great,  and  dignified  in  the 
World  ;  He,  by  his  very  Birth,  has  got  half  the  way  ; 
but  dill  more  happy  Pie,  who  is  blelTed  with  Talents 
and  Difpofitions  that  Simulate  him  to  afpire  after 
the  Qualities  of  a  Hero,  .and  has  no  occafion  but  for 
himfelf  alone  to  arrive  at  that  Height.  I  have  made 
a  kind  of  Excurfion  here  in  refpect  to  Nobility,  be- 
caufe  I  have  frequently  found  you  took  pleafiire, 
Madame  in  talking  of  it,  and  in  informing  your  felf 
of  the  true  Endowments  People  ought  to  pofTefs  in 
Order  to  merit  that  Honour. 

Of  Self-Conceit  and  Love  of  Vanity. 

VANITY,  which,  pardon  me,  Madam,  is  fo 
very  common  in  your  Sex,  is  a  Poifon  that  taints 
the  brighter!  Virtues  :  9Tis  a  Vice  fo  much  the  more 
dangerous,  as  it  generally  cleaves  to  what  is  moft  ex- 
cellent, abafing  and  corrupting  it.  Fly  all  Prefump- 
tion  with  regard  to  your  own  Merit,  and  never  fuf- 
fer  it  to  enter  into  your  Imagination,  that  you  are 
more  aceomplifhed  than  other  People^  more  prudent^ 

F  more 


34  The  Lady's  Preceptor. 

more  witty,  or  more  refined,  which  is  an  Error 
that  would  carry  you  further  than  you  might  appre- 
hend, and  introduce  a  Diforder  into  your  whole  Con- 
duct. Self-love,  which  is  both  the  Parent  and  Nurfe 
of  Vanity,  does  not  only  prevail  upon  us  to  be  too 
fond  of  ourfelves,  but  inclines  us  likewife  to  defpife 
others. 

Never  be  in  the  lead  difconcerted  at  any  one's 
Complimenting  you  upon  fome  good  Quality  which 
you  are  Miftrefs  of.  Think  always  that  you  merit 
whatever  handfome  things  are  faid  of  you  •>  -butfhould 
you  find  you  do  not,  let  thofe  Praifes  provoke  you  to 
emulate  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  turn  not  a  deaf  Ear 
upon  Reproof,  but  invite  your  Friends  to  Freedom  of 
animadverting  upon  any  thing  they  fhall  think  amifs 
in  your  Conduct. 

The  Generality  of  Men  delight  themfelves  in  taint- 
ing the  Minds  of  young  Females,  by  Encomiums 
founded  on  nothing  but  mere  Complaifance,  which 
tend  only  to  gain  their  Efteem  and  Confidence,  and 
ibmetimes  even  their  Heart  too  :  This  is  a  delicate 
Point  ;  for  young  Girls  who  love  being  applauded, 
are  but  too  ready  to  exprefs  a  Gratitude  towards  thofe 
who  have  been  their  Benefactors  in  that  refpect.  In 
this  cafe,  ht  a  young  Creature  have  never  fiich  flrong 
Principles  of  Virtue,  fhe  furniihes  the  Enemy  with 
Arms  to  combat  her  with  Succefs  ;  and  I  fhall  think 
her  happy  if  me  efcape  a  Man  of  Art  and  Addrefs, 
who  knows  how  to  turn  this  Foible  to  his  own  Ad- 
vantage, in  order  to  gain  his  Ends. 

To  prevent  a  Surprife  of  this  nature,  be  more  anxious 
to  deferve  Praife  than  to  receive  it ;  nothing  can  more 
fenfibly  affect  a  generous  Soul,  than  the  tacit  Reproach 
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fhe  calls  on  herfelf  when  extolled  for  Excellencies, 
which  fhe  knows  in  her  Confcience  (he  does  not  pof- 
fefi.  A  fine  Woman  is  fo  often  told  fhe  is  happy  in 
every  Accomplishment,  that  at  iaft  fhe  perfuades  her- 
felf fhe  is  fo  ;  if  (lie  can  avoid  therefore  this  Weak- 
nels,  and  refill  the  Pleafure  of  hearing  herfelf  praifed, 
fhe  may  be  pronounced  a  Heroine  indeed,  Ac- 
cuftom  not  yourfelf  therefore,  Madam,  willingly  to 
receive,  but  rather  to  defpife  thofe  foothing  Adula- 
tions and  fine  Speeches,  which  are  frequently  made 
you  only  to  fee  how  far  you  relifh  them,  and  to  find 
if  you  can  be  melted  into  Compliances  by  them. 
The  Tranquillity  of  your  Countenance,  upon  fuch 
Occafions,  mould  fhew  how  little  you  value  them, 
whilft  a  little  feafonable  Rallery  will  often  difconcert 
thefe  mighty  Orators,  and  make  them  afraid  to  re- 
turn to  the  Attack. 

Of  Humility, 

BUT  after  all,  Fair  Lady,  *tis  impofli'ble  to  pre- 
vent your  being  fenfible  of  the  Beauty  and  Merit 
you  are  Miftrefs  of;  however,  you  fhpuld  remem- 
ber, at  the  fame  time,  that  there  are  an  infinite 
Number  of  others  who  have  more  of  both  thofe 
Perfections,  and  who  are  frill  more  humble  and 
modeft  than  yourfelf.  I  have  known,  in  my  time,, 
feveral  fine  young  Creatures,  who  feemed  to  be  born 
for  the  Admiration  of  our  Sex,  and  the  Honour  of 
their  own,  verfed  in  every  Branch  of  polite  Litera- 
ture, and  capable  of  talking  both  fenfibly  and  grace- 
fully upon  every  Topick  that  occurred,  yet  not  being 
felefled  with  a  fufficient  Degree  of  Modefty  to  fup- 
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port  the  Fraifes  and  Applaufes  paid  them  by  the  Men, 
give  themfelves  up  to  Vanity  and  Self-fufficiency, 
which  tarnifhed  all  that  Splendor  that  promifed  at 
firft  to  render  them  immortal. 

Of  Ambition, 

YOUNG  Ladies  who  have  Beauty,  have  likewifc 
too  often  a  great  deal  of  Ambition  ;  the  Misfortune 
therefore  which  generally  befalls  them  is,  that  they 
get  into  their  heads  chimerical  Notions  of  Grandeur 
quite  difproportioned  to  their  Condition,  feeding 
themfelves  witht  vain  Hopes  and  imaginary  Depen-, 
dencies  •,  and  what  renders  their  Difeafe  incurable  is, 
that  they  every  where  meet  with  Flatterers  who  pro- 
fefs  themfelves  quite  of  their  Opinion,  and  buoy  them 
up  in  their  pernicious  Error.  If  they  are  Citizens, 
they  would  fain  be  CountefTes ;  if  they  are  Ladies  of 
Fafhion,  they  mud  be  Ducheffes ;  and,  having  no 
Friends  to  undeceive  them3  they  are  always  miferable, 
becaufe  they  can't  content  themfelves  with  any  thing 
txlow  what  their  Ambition  afpires  after. 

I  have  frequently  obferved,  that  thofe  who  are  placed 
in  Courts,  and  about  the  Peribns  of  PrincelTes,  are  fub- 
jecl:  to  affume  an  Air  of  Affectation  and  Contempt, 
which  makes  them  look  on  every  thing  as  unpolifhed 
and  diiagreeable,  which  has  not  the  Air  of  that  Gran- 
deur they  have  been  accuftomed  to  :  They  think  it 
would  be  a  lefTening  of  themfelves  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  Husband  of  no  higher  Quality  than  their 
own,  becaufe  they  have  often,  perhaps,  feen  Princes 
at  their  Feet.  You  are  not  in  this  Situation,  Ma- 
dam -9  but  let  me  tell  thofe  who  are,  that  thefe  are 
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Foibles  which  they  may  eafily  correct  with  a  little 
good  Senfe,  and  that  they  fhould  never  lofe  fight  of 
the  Mediocrity  of  their  own  Condition,  for  fear  the 
PJeafares  and  Magnificence  of  another,  which  they 
only  tafte  en  paffaxt,  Ihould  make  them  entirely  for- 
get it,  reflecting,  that  in  cafe  of  a  Reverfe  of  For- 
tune, they  would  become  Objects  of  publick  Con- 
tempt and  Rallery. 

O/Affectation. 

AFFECTATION  is  an  Error  to  which  many 
young  Perfons  of  your  Sex,  Madam,  are  fubject, 
efpecialiy  thofe  who  refide  in  the  Country:  As  they 
have  but  few  living  Examples  for  their  Imitation, 
they  endeavour  to  get  what  they  can  from  Books, 
or,  what  is  worfe,  form  themfelves  upon  very  bad 
Models;  hence  their  ftarch'd  over-flrain'd  Coun- 
tenances, their  favourite  Phrafes,  and  their  repeating 
ten  times  over,  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  fome  Word 
or  Expreffion  that  they  have  got  a  Notion  is  polite. 
Affectation  mingles  itfelf  with  all  our  Actions,  and 
it  requires  Perfection  to  be  entirely  exempt  from 
it.  As  we  bring  along  with  us  into  the  World  an 
infinite  Number  of  WeaknefTes  and  Defects,  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  conquer  them  by  means  of  a 
good  Education,  and  the  Effort  which  Reafon  makes 
to  throw  them  off.  It  is  thus  that  a  good  Difpofition, 
or  Temper  of  Mind,  is  acquired,  which  is  the  Foun- 
dation of  all  the  moral  Virtues  and  Devoirs  of  Civil 
Life  :  The  Affectation  of  a  thing  is  a  bad  Imita- 
tion of  it ,  and  as  the  Temperament,  or  Confuta- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Mind,  contributes  greatly  towards  form- 
ing the  Characters  of  People,  every  one  ought  to 
flick  by  that,  and  whoever  fwerves  from  it  only  fhews 
that  fhe  is  lefs  ridiculous  for  the  bad  Qualities  fhe  has, 
than  for  the  good  ones  fhe  affects  to  have. 

Although  you  may  be  a  perfect  Miftrefs  of  any 
Art,  or  Accomplishment ,  never  pique  yourfelf 
upon  it  j  or  if  you  are  defired  at  any  time  to  fing, 
play  or  dance,  don't  let  the  Company  fit  long  in 
Expectation,  which  is  a  very  ill-bred,  tho'  a  very 
common  Practice,  if  you  think  you  can  fucceed  in 
what  is  defired  of  you,  otherwife  excufe  yourfelf  at 
once  j  but  if  they  continue  to  prefs  you,  comply  with 
their  Requefts  in  the  befl  manner  you  can,  and  then 
no  one  can  blame  you  be  it  well  or  ill.  Another  little 
Memorandum  I  would  give  you  under  this  Head, 
is,  that  when  you  are  prefent  at  any  time  where  Mu- 
fick  is  performing  never  to  appear  to  beat  time  with 
your  Feet,  Hands  or  Head,  as  our  City  Belles  do  ge-. 
nerally  at  an  Opera,  which  is  a  mafculine  and  indelw 
cate  Behaviour. 

Of  Going  to  Court,  and  Courtiers. 

AS  a  Lady  of  your  Fafhion,  Madam,  can*t  avoid 
going  fometimes  to  Court,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
Care  required  to  turn  it  to  your  Advantage.  A  great 
many  things,  with  regard  to  Good-breeding  and  Be- 
haviour, may  certainly  be  learnt  there ;  but  there 
are  likewife  a  great  many  Follies,  which  it  would 
be  culpable  to  copy.  Moft  part  of  your  People  of 
Quality,  both  Men  and  Women,  are  above  being 

under 


The  Lady'j  Pre  c  e  ptor.  39 

under  any  Conftraint,  or  keeping  up  nicely  to  the 
Rules  of  true  Politenefs  in  their  Behaviour.  Content 
yourfelf  therefore,  with  appearing  there  upon  pub- 
lick  Days,  and  never  fuffer  in  yourfelf  the  low  Am- 
bition of  being  a  Servant  in  it,  let  it  be  in  the  belt 
Shape  it  will.  However  folid  and  confirmed  your 
Virtue  may  be,  I  would  not  anfwer  for  it  were  you 
to  breathe  the  contagious  Air  of  a  Court.  To  be  a 
Maid  of  Honour  is  the  readied  Way  to  be  a  dijho- 
nourabk  Woman. 

Of  Insincerity. 

SPEAKING  of  the  Court,  Madam,  natu- 
rally leads  me  to  caution  you  againfl  Diffimulation  : 
Preferve,  with  the  utmoft  Vigilance,  that  Sincerity 
and  Plainnefs  of  Heart  with  which  Heaven  has  blef- 
fed  you,  and  never  deviate  from  the  ftricl:  Truth,  or 
endeavour  to  appear  what  you  are  not.  Integrity 
and  plain  Dealing  are  Qualities  which,  tho*  too  few 
poffefs,  ■  yet  all  pique  themfelves  upon  ;  and  Men, 
who  will  acknowledge  all  the  other  Errors  they  are 
guilty  of,  will  never  allow  that  they  are  not  fincere  ; 
the  Reafon  of  which  is,  that  this  is  a  Virtue  which 
entirely  depends  upon  the  Will,  and  which  therefore 
every  one  is  capable  of.  Although  one  fo  young  as 
you,  Madam,  has  not  had  many  Opportunities  of  ex- 
erting this  Virtue  hitherto  ;  yet  the  Averfion  you  ma- 
nifeft  for  the  oppofite  Qualities  fufHciently  difcovers 
the  Tendency  of  your  Heart.  But  as  the  beft  In- 
clinations may  be  warped  by  bad  Example,  and  by 
affociating  with  perverfe  Company,  be  extremely  cau- 
tious 
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tious  with  whom  you  converfe  much,  or  with  whom 
you  cultivate  Friendfhips ;  and  if  after  you  have  en- 
gaged in  any  Ties  of  that  Nature,  you  mould  find 
that  you  had  been  too  precipitate  in  it*  and  were  got 
in  with  Hypocrites  and  DifTemblers,  throw  off  all 
Commerce  with  them  at  once  without  Ceremony  or 
Hefitation  ;  any  Refentment  they  may  fhew  for  your 
quitting  them  in  that  manner,  can't  poffibly  be  fo 
detrimental  to  you,  as  placing  any  longer  Confidence 
in  them  would  be.  This  Piece  of  Advice  is  what  I 
would  beg  leave,  Madam,  to  prefs  home  upon  you, 
as  it  is  that  on  which  the  good  or  ill  Succefs  of  Life 
frequently  depends. 

Of  Friendship. 

NE  V  E  R  pique  yourfelf  upon  having  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Friends  and  Acquaintance,  which  is  the  Folly  of 
Abundance  of  People,  who  being  willing  to  embrace 
every  one,  hold  none  ;  they  are  generally  very  flight 
Friends,  who  are  very  ready  to  profefs  themfelves 
fuch  :  As  nothing  is  more  valuable  than  a  fincere  and 
folid  Friendfhip,  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  Time  and 
Care  to  obtain  it.  Contract,  therefore,  Madam, 
but  few  Friendfhips,  and  thofe  with  People  of  Me- 
rit, and  after  due  Deliberation.  The  Virtue  and 
good  Conduct  of  thofe  we  enter  into  a  Friendfhip 
with,  is  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  ;  for  if  their  Re- 
putation be  any  way  blemilhed,  let  us  talk  as  much 
as  we  pleafe  that  their  Faults  are  perfonal,  they  will 
in  fome  meafure  reflect  upon  us  be  we  never  fo  inno^ 
cent. 

Avoid 
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Avoid  as  much  as  poftible  being  alone  in  Mens 
Company,  efpecially  with  only  one.  As  you  are 
very  much  obferved,  young  Lady,  wherever  you  go, 
it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  you  to  be  always 
found  in  good  and  proper  Company.  When  you 
are  not  with  that  excellent  Lady,  your  Mother,  be  as 
much  as  pofiible  with  thofe  who  are  agreeable  to  her 
Choice,  which  v/ill  fecure  you  from  being  expofed 
to  either  Danger  or  Cenfure. 

There  are  fome  of  your  Ladies  of  Quality  of  a  frank 
and  jovial  Temper,  who  will  be  often  propofmg  to 
you  making  one  in  their  Parties  of  Play  or  Diver- 
lions  \  if  it  be  convenient  to  you  to  accept  the  Offer* 
and  every  thing  be  within  the  Rules  of  Prudence  and 
Modedy,  it  is  an  Honour  done  you  :  but  fhould  you 
have  any  fecret  P^eafons  to  excufe  yourfelf,  take  par- 
ticular care  that  they  don't  perceive  it,  efpecially  if 
it  in  the  lead  relate  to  their  Conducl,  which  would 
give  grievous  Offence  j  but  rather  pretend  being  in- 
difpofed,  or  having  other  Engagements,  or  any  thing 
clfe,  that  your  own  good  Senfe  mail  dictate  upon  the 
Occafion. 

It  is  poiTlble,  indeed,  that  you  may  fometimes  be 
obliged,  contrary  to  your  Inclinations,  to  be  in 
Company  with  thofe  whofe  Reputation  in  Life  is  not: 
of  the  mod  unblemifhed  Cad,  in  that  cafe  be  Angu- 
larly cautious  of  your  Behaviour  before  them.  As 
your  Conducl:  is  a  danding  Reproach  to  theirs* 
they'll  not  fail  to  watch  narrowly  for  fomething  to 
take  advantage  of  in  it,  and  will  be  indudrious  to 
publifh  and  magnify  every  little  Slip  they  can  poffi- 
b\y  lay  hold  of,  in  order  to  reduce  you  to  a  Level 
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with  themfelves.  All  you  have  to  do,  Madam,  in 
this  cafe,  is  to  fee  fuch  People  as  feldom  as  you  can* 
to  talk  with  them  as  little  as  poffible,  to  engage  with 
them  in  nothing  at  all,  and  at  the  fame  time  not  to 
provoke  them  by  any  thing,  if  you  can  help  it. 

You  may  poffibly  be  obliged  to  live  and  converfe 
with  People  in  the  World,  who  are  guilty  of  many 
Errors  and  Indifcretions  in  Life.  If  the  Perfons  fo 
offending  are  your  Equals,  or  even  inferior  to  you* 
endeavour  to  reform  them  with  Gentlenefs  and  Can- 
dour ;  but  if  they  are  of  a  fuperior  Rank  to  your- 
felf,  your  Bufmefs  is  to  wink  at  it,  and  not  publifh 
their  Imperfections,  under  pretence  of  being  forry 
For  them,  which  will  have  no  Effect  upon  them, 
and  only  difcover  Want  of  Charity  and  Prudence 
in  yourfelf. 

Nothing  is  in  higher  Efteem  in  the  World  at  pre- 
fent,  than  an  eafy  courteous  Behaviour,  which  adapts 
itfelf  to  all  Company  ;  but  extol  it  as  much  as  they 
pleafe,  it  ought  to  be  feafoned  with  Prudence  and 
Caution. 

Of  doing  Good  Offices. 

B  E  always  ready  and  earned  to  do  a  Service  to 
every  one,  when  an  Opportunity  offers ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  do  it  with  the  better  Grace,  indulge  nothing 
of  that  little,  pitiful,  private  Envy,  which  is  too  often 
caufed  in  People,  by  either  the  good  Fortune  or  good 
Qualities  of  their  Equals.  Nothin  can  manifeft  a 
greater  Selfifhnefs,  or  Meannefs  of  Spirit,  than  to  en- 
deavour to  injure  or  lefTen  the  Merit  of  another.  En- 
vy is  the  common  Source  of  Hatred,  Calumny,  Con- 
tention 
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tention  and  Animofity  between  Families,  and  indeed 
of  the  principal  Rubs  and  Diforders  in  Life  :  In  or- 
der, therefore,  to  guard  effectually  againft  this  poifo- 
nous  Paffion,  reflect  on  the  various  Mifchiefs  it  pro- 
duces, and  have  always  before  you  that  excellent 
Maxim  of  Morality,  which  is  as  natural  as  it  is  juft, 
that  is,  To  do  as  we  would  be  done  by.  Endeavour  to 
preferve  yourfelf  always  in  an  eafy,  gay,  agreeable 
Temper,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  Rcafon  and  De- 
corum ;  and  be  fure  never  to  aim  at  Singularity  in 
any  thing,  except  in  Modefty,  Good-fenfe,  and  Good- 
nature. Should  any  thing  happen  in  Company  of- 
fenfive  to  either  of  thefe,  efpecially  the  firft,  difcn- 
gage  yourfelf  civilly,  and  retire  without  Affectation, 
or  affuming  the  Air  of  Prudery  or  Difdain,  which 
would  only  ferve  to  render  you  odious  and  infupport- 
able  •,  and  you  know  well,  Madam,  that  true  Virtue 
does  not  wear  a  fierce  or  gloomy  Countenance. 

Of  K  ag  e  and  A  n  g  e  r. 

NEVER  fpeak  to  any  one  in  an  eager,  con- 
temptuous or  fretful  Tone  ;  but  when  a  Provocation 
is  given  you,  reflecl:  that  being  in  a  Paflion  will  only 
difcover  your  own  Weaknefs  ;  call  in  therefore  Rea- 
fon  inftantly  to  your  Aid,  and  let  it  command  in  fpite. 
of  the  firft  Emotions  and  Heats  of  Revenge  :  But 
Ihould  it  be  any  thing  that  'tis  neceffary  for  you  to 
lhew  a  Refentment  of,  don't  do  it  with  Violence  and 
Animofity,  nor  fuffer  it  to  hurry  you  beyond  your- 
felf:  Confider  that  if  you  can  preferve  a  Modera- 
tion upon  fuch  Occafions  as  thefe,  you'll  fpare  your- 
felf a  great  deal  of  Chagrin  and  Uneafinefs  in  the 
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Courfe  of  Life  •,  and  you9ll  acquire  the  more  Efteem 
by  it,  in  proportion  as  this  Virtue  of  Moderation  is 
very  rare  to  be  met  with,  and  that  too  in  People 
who  ki  up  for  the  higher!  Perfection.  Man,  by  the 
Excellency  of  his  intellectual  Faculties,  approaches 
to  what  is  moll  fublime  in  the  Nature  of  Angels ;  but 
one  half  Quarter  of  an  Hour  of  Anger  tumbles  him 
down  from  that  Height,  and  places  him  below  a 
Brute,  where  he  often  repents,  when  it  is  too  late, 
that  he  gave  himfelf  up  a  Prey  to  fuch  a  hideous  and 
difreputable  Paffion  :  I  don- 1  mean  however,  that  you 
ought  to  be  infenfible  to  all  Injuries  or  Provocations, 
nor  even  perfuade  you  againft  difcovering  a  quick 
Senfe  of  them,  efpecially  if  they  tend  to  caft  a 
Blemifh  on  your  Honour  or  Reputation  ;  but  flill 
you  may  fpeak  your  Mind  without  Heat  and  Ex- 
travagance, or  rendring  Injury  for  Injury  ;  'tis  by 
Reafon  and  Miidnefs,  not  Noife,  that  you'll  get  the 
better  of  your  Adverfary  in  the  Eyes  of  all  fenfiblq 
and  well-bred  People. 

Whatever  Juftice  a  paflionate  Perfon  may  have  on 
his  fide,  we  are  loth  to  allow  it  him  -,  the  wild  Di£ 
compofure  it  occafions,  naturally  turns  us  againft 
him.  Under  the  Power  of  this  Demon  Anger,  the 
higheft  Beauty  becomes  Deformity  ;  the  Face  pale, 
the  Lips  livid,  the  Eyes  flaming  out  in  Revenge, 
the  Voice  loud  and  boifterous,  the  Joints  trembling 
with  the  tumultuous  Motion  of  the  Spirits,  whilft 
Reafon  is  dethroned,  and  lawlefs  Fury  ufurps  her 
Empire  \  and  when  .  the  Courfe  of  Nature  is  thus 
fet  on  fire,  the  Tongue,  that  unruly  Member,  will 
be  fure  to  put  in  for  its  Share  of  Extravagancy^ 
pd  fpeak  proud  and  foolifh  things ;  And  thus  with. 
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a  blind  and  undiftinguifhing  Courage,  our  Paffion  falls 
foul  upon  every  thing  that  comes  in  its  way,  con- 
founding all  Diftinctions  of  Times,  Perfons  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  forgetting  all  Obligations,  and  neither 
fearing  God  nor  regarding  Man.  In  fhort,  this  Pat 
fion,  when  it  is  not  under  the  Check  of  Reafon,  is 
a  mod  accomplifh'd  Madnefs,  and  does  more  expole 
and  lefTen  us  in  the  Judgment  of  wife  Men,  than  the 
Malice  of  the  greater!  Enemy  could  poflibly  do. 

I  have  laid  this  Portrait  before  you,  Madam,  in 
order  to  give  you  an  Abhorrence  of  what  it  repre- 
fents.  The  natural  Sweetnefs  and  Delicacy  of  your 
Temper,  feems  indeed  to  make  a  DifTuafive  of  this 
nature  unneceflary  %  but  the  various  Viciffitudes  and 
Occurrences  of  Life,  are  too  frequently  found  to  have 
an  unhappy  Influence  in  this  refpecl,  which  may  be 
be  prevented  by  fortifying  your  Refolution  with  ajuft 
Idea  of  the  Deformity  of  this  Error, 

Of  Gentleness  and  Modesty. 

FROM  combating  Anger,  I  naturally  pafs  to  the 
Support  of  its  oppofite  Virtues,  Gentlenefs 'and  Mo- 
defty.  Thefe  are  Qualities  fo  eflential  to  your  Sex, 
that  without  them  all  others,  however  fmgular  and 
brilliant,  have  nothing  finking  in  them.  A  young 
Lady  remarkable  for  them,  as  you  are,  Madam, 
why  her  Eyes,  her  Words,  her  Carriage,  her  Ac- 
tions, and  every  Movement  of  her  Mind,  is  free  from 
Affectation  or  Indecency.  By  Modefty,  I  mean  a 
Difpofition  oppoflte  to  that  Imprudence,  and  to  that 
confident,  ram,  inconfiderate  Temper,  which  is  fo 
extremely  difagreeable  and  unbecoming  in  the  Fair 
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Sex  •,  a  certain  Toft,  refined  and  compofed  Air  and 
Behaviour,  which  crowns  the  whole,  and  adds  a  Grace 
to  every  other  Grace.     This  Quality  is  fo  very  necef- 
fary,  that  all  who  would  make  themfelves  pleafing 
and  acceptable,  are  obliged  to  call  in  either  the  Virtue 
itfelf,  or  the  Refemblance  of  it,  to  their  AfTiftance. 
One  who  is  guilty  of  all  thofe  Tranfgreffions,  which 
we'll   rather  imagine  than  mention,  if  me  will  but 
put  on  the  Mask  of  Bafhfulnefs  and  Modefty,  will 
pleafe  at  leaft  in  this  refpe£t,  and  under  that  Veil 
conceal    the  Irregularities  of  her  Heart,  eipecially 
from  thofe   who  have  not  had  flagrant  Proofs  of 
them.     I  have  heard  it  debated,   in  the  beft  Com- 
pany, whether  it  were  not  better  for  a  Woman  to 
have  fome  Faults,  with  a  great  deal  of  Modefty,  than 
to  be  free  from  every  one  except  the  Want  of  Mo- 
defty, and  found  Judgment  always  given  in  favour 
of  the  former. 

Of  Keeping  Secrets. 

THERE  is  nothing  in  the  Commerce  of  thQ 
World  more  commendable,  than  the  religioufly  keep- 
ing of  whatever  Secret  may  be  committed  to  us  ;  for , 
this  is  a  facred  and  inviolable  Depofite.     Should  a 
Friend,  therefore,  from  the  Efteem  fhe  has  of  you, 
intruft  you  at  any  time  with  a  Secret,  don't  imagine, 
Madam,  that  under  any  Pretext  you  may  impart  it 
to  another  Friend,  who  may  not  perhaps  keep  it  bet- 
ter than  yourfelf.     This  would  not  only  be  Treachery 
to  the  former,  but  a  Difcovery  of  your  Weaknefs  at 
the  fame  time  to  the  latter,  who  will  take  care,  if  fhe 
have  any  Prudence,  of  ever  placing  a  Confidence  in 

you. 
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you.     The  Science  of  Secrecy  and  Silence  ought  to 
be  (o  much  more  efteemed  by  you,  Madam,  as  it  is 
rare  in  your  Sex,  and  as  what  you'll  meet  with  a  thou- 
fand  Occafions  for  the  Practice  of  in  Life.     Confider 
that  a  Secret  revealed  often  produces  infinite  Mif- 
chiefs  ;  but  if  you  once  have  acquired  the  Reputation 
of  being  difcreet,  and  referved  in  this  refpect,  every 
one  will  regard  you  as  an  invaluable  Treafure,  and 
you  may  eafily  make  yourfelf  MifTrefs  of  all  the  In- 
tentions of  their  Hearts.     However,  I  would  advife 
you,  by  all  means,  never  to  pique  yourfelf  upon  being 
let  into  the  Secrets  of  the  Great,  which  is  a  Folly  in 
too  many  of  thofe  who  have  accefs  to  them  ;  nor  to 
be  even  very  forward  in  receiving  Trufts  of  that  na- 
ture from  them9  which  often  prove  troublefome  Bur- 
dens to  us.     In  a  word,  Madam,  there  is  no  greater 
Mark,  both  of  Politenefs  and  Good-fenfe,  than  the 
Talent   of  preferving  both   our  own    Secrets   and 
thofe  of  others.     If  you  have,  therefore,  any  thing 
yourfelf,  which  you  would  keep  concealed  from  the 
World,  don't  impart  it  to  any  one,  whofe  Fidelity 
you  are  not  very  well  convinced  of,  which  is  a  dim*, 
cult  Matter,  as  the  World  runs  now,  when  fcarce  any 
thing  but  Difguife  and  Self-interefl  prevails.    Behave 
with  Complaifance,  therefore,  and  Civility,  towards 
every  body  j  but  give  yourfelf  a  gcod  deal  of  time 
to  examine,  if  thofe,  who  may  be  defirous  you  mould 
place  a  Confidence  in  them,  be  People  of  Virtue, 
Honour  and  Reputation  ;  and  likewife  what  reafon 
they  can  have  to  covet  your  Friendfhip  in  that  way. 
Not  that  I  would  have  you  fo  very  delicate  and  re- 
ferved, as  to  confide  in  no  body,  which  would  render 
your  Life  uneafy,  as  well  as  betray  too  Angular  a 

Temper^ 
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Temper,  but  only  adviie  you  to  aft  with  Caution  in 
the  Cafe. 

Of  placing  a  Confidence  in  others. 

YOU  Ladies  are  too  fubjeft  to  place  rafh  and  in- 
difcriminate  Confidence  in  others,  either  by  the  Com- 
plaints you  make  of  fome  Third  Perfon,  whom  you 
imagine  has  offended  you,  or  by  the  fecret  Pleafure 
you  take  in  publishing  the  Follies  of  another,  or  to 
degrade  and  lefTen  any  one  whofe  good  Qualities 
give  you  pain,  which  is  a  Practice  as  unjufl  as  it  is 
mean  and  difhonourable.  It  is  likewife  but  too  cer- 
tain, that  mofl  of  the  Indifcretions  Women  are  guilty 
of  with  the  Men,  arife  from  their  intruding  them 
with  their  Secrets  or  Complaints,  of  which  the  latter 
know  how  to  make  their  Advantage,  and  by  which 
means  you  are  often  engaged  in  what  you  little 
thought  of  at  firft.  This,  therefore,  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous Step,  and  what  I  would  particularly  caution 
you  againft. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  you,  fair  Lady,  of  the  Rules 
and  Decorums  to  be  obferved  in  either  receiving  or 
paying  of  Vifits;  how  you  mould  enter  a  Room  or 
publick  Place  ;  how  addrefs  or  take  leave  of  the 
Company ;  nor  fhall  I  give  Directions,  with  regard 
to  the  mechanical  Part  of  your  Education,  as  Sing- 
ing, Dancing,  Playing  on  Mufical  Inftruments,  and 
a  thoufand  other  Particulars,  which  would  be  ufelefs 
as  well  as  endlefs  •,  thefe  are  Leflbns  which  I  leave 
to  the  Matters  in  thofe  feveral  Profeffions,  under 
whofe  Tuition  you  may  be. 
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If  I  may  be  permitted  to  touch  upon  fo  nice  a 
Subject,  I  would  advife  you^  whenever  you  go  to 
Court,  to  obferve  our  excellent  Princefs  with  the  uU 
moil  Attention,  in  whom  you  will  find  every  thing 
to  imitate  that  is  great  and  amiable  °,  where  Majefty 
fits  enthroned  with  all  the  Loves  and  Graces  in  her 
Retinue,  and  in  whofe  very  Countenance  dwell  Pu- 
rity and  Benevolence  of  Soul 

Of  Visiting. 

B,U  T  to  defcend  to  the  other  Vifits  you  make,never 
-pique  yourfelf  in  being  the  firft  to  begin  the  Conver- 
fation  by  impertinent  Queftions,  or  faying  any  thing 
that  is  not  apropos  j  nor*  liltewife,  be  one  of  thofe, 
who  having  nothing  to  fay,  fall  a  careffing  the  firft 
Dog  that  comes  to  their  Relief,  and  without  which 
they  would  not  have  known  how  to  have  behaved. 
If  the  Occafion  of  the  Vific  does  not  afford  you  a 
Subject  for  Converfation,  take  care  not  to  be  fo  un- 
provided with  one,  as  to  be  obliged  to  the  Weather 
or  the  Hour  of  the  Day  for  your  Difcourfe.  It  is  not 
at  all  amifs  to  confider,  before-hand,  what  Topicks 
are  fuitable  to  the  Company  you  are  going  to  fee,  and 
to  make  yourfelf  in  fome  meafure  Miilrefs  of  them, 
jeft  they  themfelves  fhould  not  furnifh  you  with  iuch  5 
only  take  care  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  be  no  Ap- 
pearance of  Affectation  and  Vanity,  nor  of  fervile 
Flattery  and  Complaifance ;  but  let  all  you  fay  be 
eafy,  natural  and  modeft,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  Uriel: 
Juflice  and  Truth.  There  are  many  People  of  Good- 
fenfe,  who  talk  very  little  upon  thefe  Occafions,  for 
fear  of  dropping  any  thing  that  might  be  made  a  bad 
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ufe  of,  perceiving  nothing  but  Indifcretion  and  Per* 
fidy  in  .moil  Companies  they  converfe  with  ;  whilfl 
others^  on  the  contrary,  chatter  without  IntermifTion, 
and  by  too  much  endeavouring  to  fhew  their  Wit, 
prove  they  have  none  at  all  to  mew. 

When  another  Perlbn  is  fpeaking,  never  interrupt 
the  Difcourfe  by  ill-timed  Queftions,  or  by  a  Defire 
ef  faying  what  juft  then  offers  upon  the  Subject  •,  but 
wait  till  he  has  done,  and  then  take  your  Opportu- 
nity of  laying  what  you  fhall  think  good.  If  it  be 
a  Story  you  have  to  tell,  avoid  making  long  Digrefc 
lions,  or  relating  every  round-about  Circumftance, 
which  fome  People  are  fo  ridiculoufly  minute  and  te- 
dious in,  that  they  themfelves  often  forget  where  they 
begun,  or  where  they  left  off;  but  plunge  at  once 
into  the  Middle  of  your  Narrative,  and  take  no  no- 
tice of  any  thing  but  what  is  abfolutely  necefifary  to 
the  Tale  j  by  which  means  you'll  the  better  keep  up 
the  Attention  of  your  Hearers,  and  like  wife  give 
others  room  to  fpeak  in  their  turn* 

Of  E  G  O  T  I  S  M. 

ANOTHER  material  piece  of  Advice,  Madam, 
with  regard  to  Converfation,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
give  you,  is  to  talk  of  yourfelf  as  IktlQ  as  pofiible  5 
a  Maxim  that  few  put  in  practice  fo  much  as  they 
ought.  How  many  do  we  daily  meet  with  in  Com- 
pany, who  plague  you  to  Death  with  their  own  Ma- 
nagement or  Exploits,  and  make  i"  the  little  Hero  of 
tach  Tale  ;  arrefting  you,  if  you  endeavour  to  be 
gone,  to  inform  you  of  Things  which  are  foreign  to 
every  one  but  themfelves,  and  detaining  you  to  liften 

to 
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to  them  out  of  Complaifance ;  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  you  wifh  to  fly  them  as  you  would  the  PefHlence. 
No,  Madam,  the  Art  of  Pleafing  is  to'  talk  with 
others  of  their  own  Interefts  and  Concerns,  and  nor 
of  yours. 

Of  the  Imitation  of  Others. 

REMARK  diligently  the  Behaviour  and  Con- 
variation  of  People  of  an  eftablimed  Merit  and  Repu«? 
tation,  and  endeavour  to  carry  off  every  thing  that  you 
fee  in  them  proper  for  you  to  imitate.  Never  blufh  to 
acquire  Inftruclion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  be  not  one 
of  thofe  who  cry  up  every  thing  as  marvellous,  and 
wonder  v/ith  Aftonifhment  at  what  they  never  have 
feen,  nor  perhaps  understand.  This  is  the  very  Cha- 
racter of  Ignorance  itfelf,  which  it  is  not  necefTary  to 
Jet  other  People  know  is  your  Character  likewife.  , 

Of  Compliments  and  Ceremon  y. 

MAKE  no  long  Compliments,  nor  (land  upon 
tedious  Ceremonies,  which  are  both  troublefome  and 
ridiculous  ;  and  the  higher  People  are,  we  fhould  ftiii 
Ipe  lefs  impertinent  in  this,  refpecl,  and  not  put  them  to 
the  Task  of  returning  it,  By  the  fame  Rule  we  fhould, 
not  perfift  in  refufing  any  Honour  that  fuch  Perfons 
would  confer  on  us.  When  you  receive  Vifits  from 
others,  you  muft  never  difpenfe  with  proper  Civility 
and  Complaifance,  however  familiar  you  may  be  with 
the  Perfons  ;  for  it  is  better  to  have  them  fay,  you  are. 
more  ceremonious  than  you  need  be,  than  to,  have 
ihern  accufe  you  of  being  deficient  in  Refpect,  There 

H  2  are 
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are  many  People  in  the  World,  who  are  extremely 
delicate  upon  this  Article  of  Ceremony,  and  look  up- 
on the  leaft  Omiffion  of  it  in  any  body,  as  a  Mark  of 
their  not  having  the  Regard  and  Efteem  for  them 
which  they  expected.  When  you  have  fuch  People 
to  deal  with,  the  belt  way  is  to  comply  fomething 
with  their  Foible,  to  be  all  Complaifance,  and  difpute 
fcothing  they  fay.  I  own  that  fuch  fort  of  Vifits  are 
very  tirefome  and  difagreeable  to  thofe  who  receive 
them  ;  but,  alas,    there  is  no  being  in  the  World 

without  bearing  a  little  with  the  Imperfections  of  its 
Inhabitants. 

Asking  Qjj  estions, 


ANOTHER  Maxim,  Madam,  which  I  would 
have  you  lay  down  to  yourfelf,  is  never  to  ask  a  Per- 
fon  to  tell  you  any  thing  which  it  is  not  necefTary 
you  mould  know.  For  Inftance,  Suppofe  you  meet 
an  Acquaintance  in  the  Street,  or  on  the  Road,  'tis 
quite  want  of  Good-breeding  to  enquire  of  them 
where  they  are  going,  or  whence  they  came ;  which 
is  a  very  common  Compliment  from  thofe  who  know 
no  better.  Such  Queftions  as  thefe  are  extremely 
indifcreet;  for  there  may  often  be  Reafons  when 
they  cannot  properly  be  anfwered,  and  confequently 
they  muft  create  a  Confufion  on  both  fides.  In  Con- 
verfation  at  Table  be  particularly  cautious,  when 
Servants  are  prefent,  not  to  let  a  Word  (lip  but  what 
is  jufl,  reafonable,  and  inoffenfive  ;  confidering  al- 
ways before  you  fpeak,  and  preventing  the  Vivacity 
of  your  Imagination  from  betraying  your  Caution. 
J  have  known  many  Mifchiefs  arife  from  want  of 

Cir- 
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Circumfpedion  in  this  refpeft  ;  for  thofe  Gentry  fel- 
dom  put  the  belt  Conftruction  on  what  they  hear,  or 
leflen  it  in  the  telling. 

Of  Behaviour   towards  rude  young  Fellows. 

YOU  will  fbmetimes,  even  in  the  bell  of  Com- 
pany, meet  with  prefumptuous,  brutifh,  impudent 
young  Fellows,  who  think  thernfelves  at  liberty  to 
lay  or  do  any  thing  from  the  good  Opinion  they  have 
of  their  own  Perfons.  In  this  cafe,  your  Bufinefs  is 
to  avoid,  as  much  as  poflible,  either  converfing  with 
them,  or  hearkning  to  them  \  and  if  they  offer  at 
faying  any  thing  that  is  too  free,  and  contrary  to  the 
Decency  and  Refpect  they  ought  to  fhew  you,  don't 
reflect  upon  their  Ill-treatment  in  harm  Terms,  but  im- 
mediately difengage  yourfelf  with  Civility,  and  with- 
out faying  any  thing  to  provoke  them  :  The  Vexation 
at  being  repulfed,  will  otherwife  make  them  imperti- 
nent ;  and  as  fich  Perfons  don't  always  want  Wit, 
though  they  want  Good-manners,  they  would  have 
their  Revenge  on  you  by  inventing  Scandals,  which 
might  wound  a  Reputation  the  belt  eitablifhed. 

O/RlDICULE. 

NEVER  endeavour  to  divert  yourfelf  with,  or 
take  any  Advantage  of  the  Simplicity  and  Incapacity 
of  others,  efpecially  of  either  Fools  or  Children, 
Mend  or  inform  them  if  you  can  ;  but  if  you  can't 
do  that,  pity  them  at  lead. :  Neither  indulge,  Ma- 
dam, that  criticifing,  ridiculing  Temper  which  fuf- 
fers  nothing  to  efcape  it,  and  which  is  always  prying 

after 
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after  fomething  to  raife  a  Laugh  at  another's  Ex- 
pence.  If  any  one  mould  be  guilty  of  a  Miftake  in 
Company,  where  you  are  prefent,  don't,  if  poflible, 
appear  to  have  perceived  it ;  but  if  it  be  too  flagrant 
for  you  to  pretend  Ignorance,  fo  far  from  diverting 
yourfelf  with  it,  as  too  many  will,  endeavour  to  ex- 
cufe  and  palliate  it  in  the  bed  manner  you  can* 

Of  trufiing  to  Appearances  and  Reports. 

I  HAVE  often  advifed  you,  Madam,  not  to, 
give  too  eafily  into  Appearances,  and  efpecially  into 
tht  Marvellous  of  Things.  You  muft  not  place  too. 
great  Credit,  in  the  Intercourfe  of  Life,  to  any  thing, 
but  what  is  within  reach  of  your  own  Eyes  and 
Knowledge  ;  you  will  be  told  an  infinite  Number  of 
things,  for  which  it  is  fufRcient  for  you  to  have  an 
Jiiftorical  Faith,  and  which  you  ought  to  regard  nq 
farther  than  as  they  relate  either  to  your  ownlntereft^ 
that  of  your  Friend,  or  that  of  Juftice. 

Particular  Care  ought  to  be  taken  in  this  refpecl, 
with  regard  to  the  high  and  mighty  Characters,  which 
are  given  of  thofe  who  are  in  eminent  Dignity  and 
Splendor  of  Life.  How  many  have  found  them- 
felves  deceived,  by  having  too  readily,  and  upon  the 
Credit  of  others,  raifed  Temples  to  thofe  who  have 
not  even  deferved  a  Grave,  whilft  they  knew  no- 
thing of  them  but  what  they  had  from  thofe  who 
were  their  Friends,  and  from  the  Panegyricks  fpread 
abroad  upon  them  :  They  were  dazzled  with  the 
Glare  of  their  Characters,  and  the  wonderful  things 
related  of  them -,  but  when  they  came  to  examine 
ftri&ly  into  the  Matter,  they  perceived  that  thefe 

Men* 
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Men,  who  were  faid  to  be  Gods  before,  were  as  wicked 
and  weak  as  any  of  their  Fellow-Mortals ;  that  the 
Smiles  and  Bounty  of  blind  Fortune  had  fee  them 
aloft,  and  gained  them  illuftrious  Flatterers,  who  had 
impofed  upon  our  Credulity.  This  is  like  looking 
upon  a  Picture  at  a  diftance,  through  a  Perfpeclivc 
which  gives  you  the  Refemblance  of  a  charming  Por- 
trait ;  but  when  you  come  nigh,  it  proves  nothing 
but  a  wretched  Piece  of  Sign-port  Dawbing. 

O/Hope  and  Belief. 

1 T  is  an  Error  very  common  with  young  Perfons 
of  your  Sex,  Madam,  to  believe  or  hope  too  eafily. 
This  fprings  from  their  not  having  experienced  the 
Infidelity  of  Men9  and  how  little  Confidence  ought 
to  be  placed  in  what  they  promife  or  fwear. 

O/Idleness. 

O  F  all  things,  young  Lady,  fly  Indolence  and 
Idlenefs,  which  are  two  of  the  greateft  Vices,  be- 
caufe  they  are  the  Parents  of  moil,  Pride  and 
Luxury*  with  a  long  Retinue,  are  their  pernicious 
Offspring.  And  indeed  the  idle  Perlbn  could  not 
poffibly  know  how  to  pals  her  Hours,  if  fhe  had  not 
Indulgences  of  every  kind  to  fweeten  fome,  and  the 
folicitous  Deckings  of  Vanity  to  take  up  others.  How 
many  Hours  are  her  pretty  Morning  Eyes  lift  up  to 
nothing  but  a  Glafs  ?  That  thin  Shadow  of  her- 
felf  is  the  Idol  to  which  fhe  pays  all  her  Devo- 
tions !  and  when,  with  much  Care  and  Time,  fhe 
has  arrayed  and  marfhalled  out  herfelf,  fhe  fpends  as 

much 
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much  more  too  in  the  Complacency  of  viewing  this 
with  eager  Eyes  and  Appetite,  furveying  every  Part, 
as  if  only  drerl  a  Profpecl  for  herfelf.  And  why  all 
this  ?  Why  then  truly  me  is  in  a  Condition  to  loiter 
away  the  reft  of  the  Day,  in  flaying  of  Hearts  or  Re- 
putations, either  in  imprudent  Gallantries  with  thofe 
of  our  Sex,  or  impertinent  Vifits  with  thofe  of  her 
own.  Here,  though  idle  in  what  concerns  herfelf 9 
Hie  becomes  bufy  enough  in  other  People's  Affairs. 
As  me  has  no  odier  Employment  for  her  Time  but 
Talking,  and  has  neither  fo  much  Virtue  as  to  de- 
light in  talking  good  things,  nor  fo  much  Wit  as  to 
be  able  to  fay  innocently  diverting  ones,  fhe  mufl  of 
necefiity  talk  of  others,  cenfure  and  defame.  This  is 
indeed  her  only  poignant  Converfation.  Gall  is 
Sauce  to  all  her  Entertainments.  *Tis  the  Poifon  of 
Afps  that  is  under  her  Lips,  which  gives  Relifh  to 
all  her  Difcourfes.  Thefe,  Madam,  are  fome  of  the 
Brood  of  Idlenefs  •,  in  order  to  avoid  the  Snare  of 
which,  regularly  parcel  out  your  Time,  and  allot  a 
proper  Province  to  every  Part  of  it,  but  as  fmall  a 
one  as  you  pleafe  to  Vifiting  and  Diverfions,  which 
engrofi  the  whole  of  mod  of  your  Station  and  Sex, 

Of  appearing  ojten  /^PublickPlaces, 

MOST  of  you  young  Ladies,  who  have  Beauty 
to  boaft,  are  defirous  of  being  feen  and  admired,  and 
in  order  to  that,  are  induftrious  in  frequenting  pub- 
lick  AfTemblies,  Play-houfes,  and  the  Park  ;  but  re- 
member, Madam,  that  a  Beauty  concealed*  is  more 
efteemed  and  purfued,  than  one  who  every  day 
expofes  herfelf  to  the  Sight  of  the  whole  World. 

You 
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You  know  the  Italian  Device*  Madam,  for  a  Rofe 
a  little  blown  ;  Quanto  men  ft  monftra  tanto  e  pu 
bella,  The  more  file's  fhewn  the  lefs  (he's  fair. 

O/HouswiFRY  and  Frugality. 

YOU  may  think  it,  perhaps,  a  low  Part  of  Inftru- 
<Etion,  to  advife  you  any  thing  with  regard  to  Family- 
Tranfactions.  No  matter,  Madam,  'tis  a  neceffary 
one.  While  you  are  thus  young  then,  and  under 
your  Mother's  Directions,  endeavour  to  make  your- 
felf  Miftrefs  of  every  thing  proper  in  that  refpecl,  by 
which  you  may  eafe  her,  as  well  as  inform  yourfelf., 
Look  round  you,  and  obferve  if  the  various  Dome- 
fticks  difcharge  their  refpective  Duties,  yet  lay  it 
down  for  a  Maxim,  never  to  treat  them  with  an 
imperious  Manner,  or  with  an  Air  of  Contempt, 
which  procure  you  their  Hate  fooner  than  their  Sub- 
million  and  Refpecl:.  When  they  do  well,  obtain 
Rewards  and  Encouragements  for  them ;  when  the 
contrary,  inform  them  of  it,  and  reprove  them  with 
Mildnels  ;  if  that  won't  do,  you  may  proceed  to 
Threats ;  but  never  be  the  Caufe  of  their  Difmiffion, 
unlefs  all  gentler  Methods  fail.  You  mould  not 
think  it  beneath  you  neither,  to  be  acquainted  with 
Weights,  Meafures,  and  the  Value  of  every  thing 
neceffary  in  a  Houfe  ;  when  you  come  to  be  Mifcrefs 
of  a  Family  yourfelf,  Madam,  you'll  find  this  Know- 
ledge, which  may  now  look  trifling  to  you,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Treafure.     They  who  live  at  an  unlimited 

Expence,  generally  become  the  Subject  of  publick 
Rallery  ;  whilft  the  very  Perfons,  who  reaped  the 
Fruits  of  their  Extravagance,  are  the  firft  to  join  in 
the  Laugh  againft  them.     But,  at  the  fame  time,  be 

I  extremely 
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extremely  cautious  not  to  fall  into  the  oppofite  Error 
of  Nearnefs  and  Avarice.     This  is  the  mod  mean 
and  odious  of  all  Difpofitions.     No,  Madam, judge 
as  nicely  as  you  can  how  far  is  fuitable  to  your  In- 
come and  Station,  and  if  you  muft  be  guilty  offome 
Exceffes  in  this  Article  of  Expence,  I  had  rather  it 
were  on  the  fide  of  Liberality,  than  on  the  contrary. 
Fools  have  always  an  Ambition  of  imitating  thofe  in 
their  Way  of  living,    who  are  more  wealthy   and 
better  able  than   themfelves,    and  fo  reckon   every 
thing  neceffary  that  fuch  have  %  whilft  People  of  Senle 
judge  for  themfelves,  and  proceed  agreeably  to  what 
they  know  of  themfelves,  by  which  means  they  are 
always  able  to  fupport  their  own  Condition,  without 
having  occafion  for  the  Affiftance  of  others. 

Of  Learning  proper  to  ayoungLADY. 

I T  is  not  neceffary  for  a  young  Lady  to  be  a 
Scholar,  but  yet  a  Knowledge  of  the  foreign  living 
Languages,  as  French  and  Italian,  as  well  as  a 
thorough  Skill  in  her  own,  is  highly  requifite.  Writ- 
ing a  good  Hand  likewife,  even  Arithmetick,  or 
cafting  Accounts,  as  it  is  called,  are  very  neceffary 
Accomplimments  \  for  however  mechanick  the  lat> 
ter  may  be  thought  by  your  falfe  Pretenders  to  Po- 
litenefs,  it  is  of  great  Service  in  preferving  you  from 
being  impofed  on,  and  obliged  to  rely  on  other  Peo- 
ple, who  may  deceive  you,  or  be  deceived  them- 
felves. Writing  a  good  Hand  too,  and  even  ipelling 
right,  are  held  in  contempt  by  the  People  of  Tafte 
above-mentioned,  which  made  one  of  our  Poets  very 
fatirically,  as  well  as  juftly,  remark  upon  reading  a 

Super- 
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Superfcription  of  a  Letter,  where  was  the  Reverfe  of 
both  thofe,  that  it  came  from  a  Per/on  of  great  Qua- 
lity, or  —  No  Quality  at  all. 

O/Lette  r-W  r  i  t  i  n  g. 

THERE  is  not  a  more  improving,  as  well  as  a 
more  agreeable  Entertainment,  Madam,  than  that  of 
Writing  Letters.  They  are  Emanations  of  our- 
felves,  by  which  we  do,  as  it  were,  talk  and  act  in 
feveral  Places  at  a  time.  Befides,  they  are  of  the 
utmoft  Advantage  in  our  Intercourfe  with  the  World  \ 
a  Letter,  well  wrote,  is  frequently  of  great  AfIL, 
fiance  in  Matters  of  the  higheil  Importance  to  us, 
as  it  is  a  known  thing  that  there  are  many,  who 
can  write  with  more  Eloquence  and  Force  than 
they  can  fpeak.  This  is  a  great  Means  of  keeping 
up  ferviceable  Friendfhips,  rectifying  many  Mif- 
apprehenfions,  and  appeafing  IktlQ  Relentments  and 
Difcontents.  It  is  like  wife  an  agreeable  way  of  em- 
ploying your  Genius  and  Wit,  and  makes  pure  and 
fludied  elegant  Expreffions  familiar  to  you,  efpecially 
when  you  correfpond  with  fuch  as  are  polite  them- 
felves.  There  are  as  great  a  Variety  of  Rules  for 
Writing  well,  as  for  Talking  well  ;  the  Ignorance  of 
moft  of  your  Sex,  therefore,  in  this  Science,  who 
generally  are  guilty  of  as  many  Faults  as  they  pen 
Words,  arifes  from  their  not  caring  to  be  at  the 
pains  required  to  excel  in  it.  Not  but  this  Talent 
of  Letter-writing  may  be  turned  to  feveral  idle  and 
pernicious  Purpofes,  by  loofe  and  unguarded  Minds, 
that  however  is  no  more  than  every  excellent  Ac- 
quirement is  obnoxious  to,  and  is  therefore  no  Ob- 

I  2  jecTrion 
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jection  to  it  in  general :  Only  obferve  thefe  few  fhort 
Rules  in  the  Practice  of  it,  never,  unlefs  upon  fome 
fmgular  Emergency  which  may  warrant  it,  to  write 
to  any  one  but  of  your  own  Sex,  nor  to  any  but  of 
fuch  a  Qjality  and  Reputation  as  not  to  loie  any  of 
your  own  by  it,  nor  to  any  one  whomfoever,  without 
the  Permiffion  of  thole  under  whofe  Jurifdi&ion 
you  may  be,  and  before  whom  you  may  fafely  lay 
the  whole  of  your  Correfpondence. 

Of  the  Choice  and  Entertainment 

^Books, 

AS  to  the  Choice  of  your  Books,  Madam,  it  would 
be  too  tedious  to  be  here  particular  in  that  refpe&> 
neither  have  I  any  Occafion,  being  already  convinced 
of  your  Difcernment  and  Delicacy  in  it.  You  are 
neither  fond,  I  know,  of  Novels  or  Romances,  be- 
caufe  you  juftly  judge  that  both  the  fictitious  and  the 
marvellous  leave  falfe  Notions  and  Images  upon  the 
Mind,  which  produce  nothing  either  advantageous 
or  folid.  Moral  Fables,  and  even  Plays  of  the  fame 
Tendency,  may  have  fomething  inftrudtive,  as  well 
as  pleafing  in  them ;  as  to  the  latter,  a  well-wrote 
Tragedy  raifes  in  the  Mind  a  confcious  Terror,  or 
excites  a  generous  Com  pa ffion  $  whilft  its  Sifter, 
Comedy,  like  a  witty  Lecturer,  both  laughs  and 
lafhes  Vice  and  Folly  out  of  Countenance  :  For  the 
firft  read  Shake/pear,  Otway,  and  Racine ;  and  for  the 
latter,  I  can  recommend  but  few,  except  the  cele- 
brated Moliere,  who  is  as  preferable  for  his  Chaftity 
and  Moral,  as  he  is  for  his  Wit  and  Humour,  to  the 
'reft  of  our  modern  Writers.  As  to  Hiftory,  Ma- 
dam, 
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dam,  I  think  a  competent  Knowledge  in  that  of 
your  own  Country,  and  of  a  few  of  her  Neighbours, 
whom  fhe  is  more  intimately  concerned  with,  is 
quite  fuflicient  for  a  young  Lady  •,  not  that  there 
would  be  any  harm,  at  the  fame  time,  in  knowing 
that  Achilles  was  a  Grecian,  Pompey  a  Romany  and 
the  celebrated  Cleopatra  no  more  than  a  crafty  Egyp* 
tian.  For  Books  in  Divinity  be  directed  by  the  moil 
virtuous  and  rational  of  fuch  of  your  Friends,  who 
are  engaged  in  that  ProfeiTion.  Philofophy,  I  think, 
Madam,  is  a  Study  without  a  Lady's  Sphere  ;  and 
if  you  are  either  told  or  read  enough  of  it  to  know, 
that  the  Earth  moves  round  the  Sun,  and  not  the 
Sun  round  the  Earth  ;  that  the  Eclipfe  of  that  Lumi- 
nary is  occafioned  by  the  Moon's  Interpolation  be- 
tween it  and  the  Earth,  and  the  Eclipfe  of  the 
Moon  by  the  like  Interpofition  of  the  Earth  between 
it  and  the  Sun  ;  that  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Tide 
is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Influence  of  that  fame  Moon 
upon  the  Ocean  ;  that  Thunder  and  Lightning  are 
mere  natural  Caufes,  and  that  when  it  hails  there  is 
no  Fracture  in  the  Skies,  as  the  poor  Pagans  believe, 
who  conceive  it  to  be  made  of  Glafs  \  that  if  a  Comet 
appears  the  World's  not  therefore  at  an  end ;  and 
laftly,  that  twelve  o'Clock  at  Night  is  not  twelve 
o'Clock  at  Noon,  as  you  Ladies,  by  your  way  of 
Life,  feem  to  be  entirely  convinced  of  at  prefent.— 
When  your  reading  in  this  Branch  of  Literature,  I 
fay,  has  gone  as  far  as  all  this,  Madam,  'tis  full  time 
n  for  you  to  put  a  Stop  to  its  farther  Progrefs.  There 
are  two  Particulars  more,  Madam,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  give  you  my  Advice  in,  with  regard  to 
JSooks  5  one  of  which  is  to  read  through  what  Book 

you 


6a  The  LADY'i  Preceptor. 

you  pleafe  upon  one  Subject,  before  you  begin 
upon  another,  and  not  load  your  Memory  with  a 
confufed  Mafs  of  different  Ideas  and  Images,  which 
will  be  the  Caufe  of  your  retaining  nothing  as  you 
ought,  and  of  your  being  acquainted  with  things  only 
by  halves. 

After  all,  Madanv  the  Diverfions  of  Reading,  if 
they  are  well  chofen,  entertain  and  perfect  at  the 
fame  time,  and  convey  Wifdom  and  Knowledge 
through  Pleafure.  In  converfmg  with  Books,  we 
may  choofe  our  Company,  and  difengage  without 
Ceremony  or  Exception ;  we  need  not  undergo  the 
Penance  of  a  dull  Story  from  a  Coxcomb  of  Figure  ; 
but  may  fhake  off  the  Haughty,  the  Impertinent  and 
the  Vain  at  pleafure:  Befides,  Authors,'  like  you  La- 
dies, generally  drefs  when  they  make  a  Vifit.  So 
Reipect  to  themfelves  makes  them  polifh  their 
Thoughts,  and  exert  the  Force  of  their  Underdand- 
ings  more  than  they  would,  or  can  do,  in  common 
Converfation  ;  fo  that  the  Reader  has,  as  it  were, 
the  Spirit  and  E Hence  in  a  narrow  Compafs.  Books 
are  a  Guide  in  Youth,  and  an  Entertainment  for 
Age  *  they  relieve  us  under  Solitude,  and  keep  us 
from  being  a  Burden  to  ourfelves,  help  us  to  glide 
over  the  Rubs  of  Life,  and  lay  our  Cares  and  Difap- 
pointments  afleep ;  and,  in  a  word,  when  well  ma- 
naged afford  Direction,  Difcovery  and  Support. 

Of  D  r  e  s  s. 

FROM  the  Choice  of  Books,  which  are  the 
Drefs  of  the  Mind,  I  defcend  to  Clothes,  which  are 
the  Ornaments  of  the  Body  ^  and  here,  Madam,  be 
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always  genteel  without  Affectation  :  It  is  a  common 
Saying,  that  fuch  a  one  is  as  clean  as  a  Bride,  and 
being  fo  always  is  certainly  a  ready  way  of  becoming 
one  j  for  there  is  nothing  gives  a  Man  a  meaner  OpL 
nion  of  a  Woman,  than  too  much  Carelefnefs  and 
Negligence  in  this  refpecl:  It  is  very  commendable 
therefore  in  a  young  Lady,  to  endeavour  to  make 
herfelf  remarkable  by  fo  laudable  an  Inclination, 
provided  that  it  be  free  both  from  Vanity  and  Ex- 
cefs.  Let  your  Drefs  be  always  agreeable  to  your 
Condition,  by  exceeding  that  you'll  only  make  your- 
felf  the  Jed  of  your  Equals,  and  the  Scorn  of  your 
Superiors.  Follow  the  Example  of  thole,  whofe 
Conduct  in  this  Particular  is  generally  approved,  and 
never  make  the  Choice  and  Colour  of  a  Silk,  the 
Chafing  of  an  Equipage,  the  Water  of  a  Brilliant, 
or  any  of  thofe  exterior  Ornaments,  which  only  glit- 
ter on  the  Senfes,  a  Bufinefe  of  fuch  Importance,  as 
too  many  do.  By  this  means  you  will  not  only  deliver 
yourfelf  from  an  irkfome  Piece  of  Slavery,  but  will  be  a 
Model  likewife  of  Modefly  to  thofe  who  are  delirous  to 
extricate  themfeives  from  the  Extravagance  of  Famion. 
We  frequently  judge  of  Perfons  by  their  Habit,  and 
are  feldom  or  ever  miftaken  by  fo  doing.  Good- 
fenfe,  or  the  Want  of  it,  appears  in  every  thing  we 
put  on.  For  private  Perfons  to  go  pompous,  either 
in  Equipage  or  Clothes,  is  but  a  vain-glorious  Pub- 
lication of  their  Grandeur,  a  filent  triumphing  over 
the  Inferiority  of  others,  and  proclaiming  themfeives 
to  be  Some-body^  whereas  a  modefl  Perfon  would 
think  it  more  agreeable  to  conceal,  than  to  make  a 
needlefs  Orientation  of  his  Wealth.  Would  it  not 
..look  odd  in  a  Soldier  to  give  in  a  Hijiory  of  his  Va- 
lour 
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lour  in  Converfation  ?  or  for  a  Man  of  Learning,  to 
make  Harangues  upon  his  own  Parts  and  Perfor- 
mances, and  tell  the  Company  how  ignorant  they 
are  in  refpe£fc   of  him  ?    And  the  Cafe  is  juft  the 
lame.     Believe  me,  fair  Lady,  true  Politenels  does 
not  confift  in  being  carried  about  in  gilt  Cars,  trickt 
out  in  foreign  Gewgaws,  and  efcorted  by  a  Troop  of 
burnifhed  Slaves.     An  Ape,  in  thefe  refpecls,  may 
be  as  polite  as  an  Emperor.     People  who  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  Fopperies  of  this  kind,  fhew  they  are  con- 
fcious  of  having  little  other  Worth,  and  that  [the 
greatefl  part  of  their  Gentility  is  owing  to  their  Ward- 
robe.    Having  nothing  to  recommend  them  to  the 
Efteem  of  the  Judicious,  they  are  contented  to  take 
up  with  the  Ceremony  of  the  Ignorant,  and,  with  a 
little  Pageantry  and  Glare,  draw  the  gazing  unthink- 
ing Vulgar   to  admire   them.     However,  Madam, 
notwithstanding  what  I  have  here  faid  againfl:  the 
Luxury  of  Drefs,  which  is  carried  to  fiich  a  criminal 
Height  amongft  us  at  prefent,  fome  Grains  of  Al- 
lowance muft  be  made  to  young  Ladies  of  your  For- 
tune and  Diftin&ion  :  A  well-chofen  Drefs  may  carry 
a  Gracefulnels  with  it,  and  fhew  a  Delicacy  and  Ex- 
actneft  of  Fancy  in  the  Wearer ;  and  the  proper  mix- 
ing of  Light  and  Shade  difcovers  a  confiderable  Ge- 
nius for  Painting.  As  to  the  reigning  Mode,  I  fhould 
choofe,  were  I  in  your  place,  Madam,  neither  to 
lead  nor  to  lag  in  it,  provided  it  were  modeft  and  de- 
cent, much  leis  to  run  into  the  contrary  Extreme, 
and  make  myfelf  lingular,  by  being  out  of  it. 

I  fhall  take  up  no  more  of  your  valuable  Time, 
fair  Lady,  upon  this  Head,  than  to  make  it  my  ear- 
neft  Requeft  to  you,  to  take  every  Opportunity  of 

encou- 
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encouraging  and  recommending  the  Products  and  Ma- 
nufactories of  your  native  Country,  and  baniihing  all 
the  Tinfel  of  foreign  Incroachers.  Such  an  Example 
as  yours,  will  create  a  general  Emulation,  and  the 
jirft  in  fajhion  then,  as  the  Poet  fays,  will  be  the  mofi 
polite. 

O/Behaviour  at  Table. 

HAVING  thus,  Madam,  gone  with  you  through 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  Dreiling-Room,  give  me  leave. 
to  fee  you  in  the  next  place  feated  at  Table,  where 
there  are  a  great  many  Rules  and  Decorums  to  be  ob- 
ferved.     The  Head,  Arms  and  Eyes  ought  to  main- 
tain their  feveral  Pofts  ;  fo  that  a  Grace  and  Sym- 
metry may  flow  from  the  whole  Body.     It  is  very 
unbecoming  in  a  young  Lady  to  look  round  about, 
and  examine  the  feveral  Dimes,  or  to  talk  of  what  is 
good  or  otherwife,  or  what  fhe  likes  or  diflikes. 
Young  Perfons  of  your  Sex  are  always  ftridtly  re- 
marked at  Table,  and  from  their  Behaviour  there,  a 
Judgment  is  formed  of  their  Education  and  Conduct. 
Above  all  things,  never  indulge,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  in  high  Diflies,  rich  Sauces,   or  ftrong  Li- 
quors of  any  kind,  which  only  ferve  to  overcharge 
the  Body  with  noxious  Humours,  and  impair  the  Vi- 
gour and  Vivacity  of  the  Mind,  and  are  equally  Foes 
both  to  good  Health  and  good  Senfe.     There  is  one 
Error  more,  Madam,  which  I  beg  leave  to  caution 
you  againft  under  this  Article ;  which  is  the  Affecta- 
tion  of  a  nice  and  refined  Palate.     This  betrays 
Whim  and   Caprice,  and  is  a  falfe  Delicacy  arifing 
from  the  Vanity  of  being  diftinguifhed  from  other 

K  People. 
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People.  It  is  an  Indifcretion  which  your  Sex  are 
extremely  liable  to,  and  yet  is  a  Difeafe  they  might 
eafily  cure  themfelves  of,  it  being  only  in  the  Imagi- 
nation. One  pretends  an  invincible  Averfion  to  fuch 
a  Dim  ;  another  can't  fee  a  Cat  or  a  Moufe,  but  rhey 
muft  prefently  be  in  a  Fit;  Thirds  which  have  no- 
thing at  all  offenfive  in  them,  but  what  is  created  by 
their  fantaftical  Humour, 

©/"Assemblies,  Operas  and  Plays. 

DINNER  being  over,  and  the  weighty  Bufinefs 
of  the  Tea- Table  gone  through,  do  me  the  Honour, 
Madam,  to  let  me  gallant  you  to  the  Aflembly,  Opera, 
Play,  or  fome  other  of  the  publick  Diverfions  5 
where,  not  to  compliment  my felf,  I  would  requeft 
you  never  to  be  ken  but  in  the  beft  of  Company, 
and  when  you  are  invited  by  Perfons  whom  it  would 
be  Ill-manners  to  refufe.  Your  Bufinefs  in  going  to  an 
AfTembly,  is  to  accompany  your  Friends,  meet  your 
Acquaintance,  obferve  how  others  dance,  and  dance  as 
well  as  y  ju  can  yourfelf ;  however,  as  it  may  give  oc- 
cafion  to  Interviews,  and  Addreffes  of  a  more  particu- 
lar Nature,  you  ought  to  carry  a  great  deal  of  Precau- 
tion along  with  you,  and  arm  yourfelf  with  all  your 
Wifdom  and  Difcretion.  When  you  are  at  a  Play, 
I  would  not  have  you  fancy,  that  becaufe  you  are  in  a 
Place  where  People  go  only  for  Diverfion,  that  you 
may  be  under  lels  Reftraint  there  than  in  any  other 
Place  ;  hot  that  I  am  againft  your  appearing  pleafed 
pnd  diverted  at  feeing  the  Vices  and  Follies  of  Man- 
kind well  reprefented,  and  wittily  ridiculed  in  a  good 
Comedy  j   for  it  would  be  abfurd  and  conceited  in 

you 
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you  to  afiume  an  Air  of  Gravity  and  Referve,  thrift 
every  body  elfe  was  laughing  round  you  ;  but  onJy 
take  care  to  remember  the  Part  you  ought  to  perform 
yourfelf  5  indulge  a  lively  Mirth  for  a  while  if  you 
pfaalCj  but  without  Clamour  or  Extravagance ;  tak- 
ing care  at  the  fame  time  that  Purity  and  Modefty 
always  appear  to  be  your  governing  Principles, 

O/Play* 

PLAY,  Madam,  is  fo  neceffary  a  fafhionabk 
Accomplifhment,   that  though  we  can't  pradlife  it 
without  the  Lois  either  of  our  Time  or  our  Money, 
yet  'tis  allowable  to  give  into  it  under  proper  Regu- 
lations; you  might  elfe  be  as  well  out  of  the  World. 
When  you  are  obliged,  therefore,  to  be  engaged  in 
this  manner,  preferve  yourfelf  free  from  all  Paflion* 
as  well  as  Excels.     You  need  not  be  told,  that  we  al- 
ways judge  of  the  Temper  of  a  Perfon  from  what 
we  fee  of  it  at  Play  :  A  Perfon  naturally  covetous,  or 
paflionate,  upon  the  leaftLofs,  betrays  himfelf;  Nature 
immediately  peeps  through  the  Veil,  and  the  Tongue 
betrays  the  real  Motions  of  the  Heart.      Refolve 
with  yourfelf,  for  this  reafon,  never  to  play  deep,  that 
neither  winning  nor  lofing  may  have  any  Effect  upon 
you,  and  that  you  may  preferve  the  fame  Harmony 
and  Evennefs  of  Temper,  which  you  are  fo  remark* 
able  for,  Madam,  upon  all  other  Occafions. 

O/Self-Conversat  ion, 

HAVING  thus,  Madam,  attended  you  througk 
all  the  publick Places,  and  made  one  with  you  in  every 
Company  or  Party  you  can  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be 

K  2  engaged 
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engaged  in,  I  think  it  time  to  retire,  and  leave  you. 
Learn,  Madam,  to  bear  being  alone,  and  to  converfe 
with  yourfelf ;  in  order  to  fucceed  in  which,  you  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  furnim  yourfelf  with  virtuous 
and  laudable  Employment.  Idle  Perfons  and  Fools 
are  obliged  to  have  perpetual  Recourfe  to  other  Peo- 
ple for  Converiation,  becaufe  they  can't  be  in  any 
Company  fo  bad  as  their  own. 

Of  C  H  A  R  I  T  y, 

I  HAVE  but  one  word  more  to  fay  to  you, 
Madam,which  is  upon  the  Subject  of  Charity.  This  is 
the  moll  amiable  and  enchanting  Quality  a  youngLady 
can  poflibly  be  poflefTed  of,  an  Ornament  of  Grace  upon 
her  Head,  and  a  Chain  about  her  Neck,    Pity,  Com* 
paffion  and  Benevolence,  with  all  the  Clafs  of  the 
tender  and  more  refined  Paflions,  feem  to  be  the  pe- 
culiar Property  of  the  Fair,  and  would  make  one 
think  they  were  appointed  Stewards  and  Almoners 
for  Heaven,  to  difpenfe  the  Bleilings  of  its  Providence 
to  the  Creation.     The  Exercife  of  Humanity  is  a  fair 
Indication  of  a  truly  polifhed  and  dignified  Difpofi- 
tion,  and  is  the  moft  mining  Privilege  and  Diftinc- 
tion  of  Fortune  and  Grandeur.     Birth,  Riches  and 
Health,  and  all  the  other  Advantages  you  enjoy,  in 
Exclufion  of  Millions  below  you,  would  lofe  half  their 
Splendor  and  Value,  if  not  turned  to  fuccour,  re- 
drefs,  and  reform.     But  I  am  growing  too  ferious, 
and  you'll  fancy  prefently,  Madam,  that  I  have  trans- 
ported you  at  once  from  the  Play-houfe  to  Church. 

I  have  thus,  fair  Lady,   made  a  Trial  myfeJf  of 
the  Goodnefs  of  your  Nature,  by  trefpafiing  fo  long 

upon 
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upon  it,  and  obliging  you,  which  is  the  moft  irk- 
fome  of  all  irkfome  Things,  to  fit  for  your  Piclure  > 
tho*  indeed  I  have  only  given  the  Outlines  at  lad,  being 
quite  unequal  to  the  Task  of  flnifhing  the  Portrait. 
However  I  hope  I  have  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  that  others 
may  be  able  to  form  from  it  a  reafonable  Notion  of 
true  Politenefs,  and  the  feveral  Devoirs  of  Life  re- 
quifite  in  a  young  Lady  of  your  Condition.  You 
may  be  furprifed,  perhaps,  Madam,  that  I  have 
not  called  in  more  Quotations  to  my  Afliftance; 
but  the  Reafon  of  this  was,  that  I  had  no  occafion  to 
lofe  fight  of  you,  or  go  any  where  dk  in  quefl  for 
what  to  fay  upon  this  Subject,  and  by  which  to  in^ 
form  the  reft  of  your  Sex,  how  they  may  become, 
like  You, 

Polite  to  Heaven,  their  Neighbour  9  and  Them/elves, 
FINIS. 


BOOKS  lately  Publiflied  by  J.  Wat* s  i  And 
Sold  by  B.  Dod  at  the  Bible  and  Key  in  dve- 
Mary-Lane,  near  Stationers -Hall  \  and  by  the 
BooklelJers  in  Town  and  Country. 

OCTAVO. 

Jujl  Publ'i/bed, 

HE  KNOWLEDGE  of  DIVINE  THINGS 
from  REVELATION,  not  from  REASON    or 
NATURE.    Wherein 

The  Origin  and  Obligation  of  1  The  feveralTexts  of  Scripture 
ReligiousTruths  are  demon-  I      relating  to  this  Subject, 
flrated :  Arguments  of  De-  j  The  Works  of  Creation, 
ifts,  Moralifts,  f&c.  proved  1  The  Eternal  Fitnefs  and  Rea- 
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Nature  or  Reafon. 
The  Inlets  of  Knowledge, 
The  Law  of  Nature, 


fon  of  Things, 
The  Demon  fixation  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  &c.  are  fully 
confidered  and  explained. 


By  a  Gentleman  of  Brazen-Nofe-College,  Oxford;  now 
of  the  Diocefe  of  Chefter. 

The  MIRACLES  of  JESUS  VINDICATED. 
In  Four  Parts. 

Parti.  Containing  the  Proofs  of  J  ESUS's  RESUR- 
RECTION ftated,  and  the  Objeaions  to  it  anfwer'd. 

Part  II.  Containing,  A  Defence  of  the  Literal  Story  of 
J  E  S  U  S's  driving  the'B  U  Y  E  R  S  and  S  E  L  L  E  R  S  out 
of  the  T  E  M  P  L  E  ;  and  fuffering  the  DE  V  1  L  S  to  en- 
ter into  the  Herd  ofSWINE. 

Part  III.  Containing,  A  Defence  of  the  Literal  Story  of 
JESUS's  caufing  the  BARREN  FIG-TREE  to 
Wither  away,  and  His  turning  the  WATER  into 
WINE. 

Part  IV.  Containing,  A  Defence  of  the  Literal  Story  of 
JESUS's  healing  the  INFIRM  MAN  at  the  POOL 
of  BETHESDA;  and  his  healing  the  PARALY- 
TIC K,  who  was  let  down  through  the  R  O  O  F.  The 
Fourth  Edition.  Price  i  s.  6  d. 

The  S  C  R  I  P  T  U  R  E-D  O  C  T  R  I  N  E  of  the 
CHRISTIAN  HIERARCHY:  In  which  are 
fome  Remarks  concerning  the  Doctrine  of  Remiflion  of  Sins. 

The  THIRD  EDITION,  Correded, 

Curionfly  Printed  in  Four  Volumes,  Offavo, 

Aodrned  with  large  MAPS,  and  a  great  Variety  j/COP- 

PER-PLATES,  Engraved  by  G.  Vandergutcht. 

The   GENERAL   HISTORY    of   CHINA, 
CHINESE  T  ARTARY,  COREA  and  THI- 
BET, 


BET,  done  from  the  celebrated  Work  of  the  P  E  R  E  D  U 
HALDE;  in  which  are  comprifed  all  the  Authentic*:  Ac- 
counts formerly  publimed  by  Father  LEWIS  le  COM  TE, 
and  Others,  concerning  that  Empire. 

By  R.  B  R  O  O  KE  S,  A  M.  Redor  of  Afhncy  in 
Northamptonshire. 

In  this  Work  are  included  a  great  many  Translations  and 
curious  Extracts  *)f  Chinefe  Books  upon  mofl  of  the  Arts  and 
Sciences,  and  an  entire  Chinefe  Tragedy,  with  the  enter- 
taining Travels  and  Adventures  of  feveral  of  the  Jefuit 
MiiEcnaries,  and  others  in  thofe  Countries. 

A  New  Compendious  FRENCH  GRAMMAR. 
For  the  Ufe  of  S  C  HO  O  LS.  Particularly  adapted  to  the 
GeniusoftheENGLISH  LANGUAGE.  By  the 
help  of  which  any  Englifh  Learner,  even  of  a  moderate  Ca- 
pacity, may  be  enabled  to  read,  write,  and  fpeak  French  cor- 
rectly and  fluently,  in  a  fhort  time.  To  which  is  prefixed, 
A  Letter  from  the  Author  to  a  Friend  in  the  Coun- 
try ;  containing  a  familiar  Method  of  rendering  this  (hort 
Grammar  of  general  Ufe,  with  lefsExpence  to  Scholars, 
and  lefs  Time  and  Pains  to  Masters,  than  have  hitherto 
been  thought  requiiite.  With  the  Addition  of  Gentile  and 
Eafy  Dialogues  on  feveral  Subjects.  By  J.  B.  O  Z I N  D  E, 
Author  of  the  Large  Rational  and  Practical  French 
Grammar.  The  Second  Edition,  with  Corrections 
and  Additions. 

Lately  Publijhed, 

Dedicated  to  Sir  MAT  T HE W  DE CKER,  Baronet, 

The  THIRD   EDITION  of 

A  Genuine  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of  N  A  D I  R-  C  H  A,  Pre- 
fent  Shah  or  Emperor  of  Perfia,  formerly  called  T  H  A- 
MAS  KOULI-KAN.  With  a  particular  Account  of 
his  Conqueft  of  the  M  O  G  U  L's  Country.  Together  with 
feveral  Letters  between  Nadir-Cha  and  the  Great  Mogul,  and 
from  Nadir-Cha  to  his  Son.  The  whole  tranflated  from  an 
Original  Perfian  Manufcript  procured  abroad  by  the  Honou- 
rableJOHN  ALBERT  SE  C  H  TE  RM  AN,Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Dutch  Factory  at  Bengal,  by  his  Order  done  into 
Dutch,  and  tranfmitted  here.  With  an  Introduction  by  the 
Editor,  containing  a  Defcription  and  compendious  Hiftory  of 
Perfia  and  India.     Price  i  s.  6  d. 

Mr.  GAY's  Fifty  One  NEW  FABLES  in  Verfe, 
(Invented  for  the  Amufement  of  His  Highnefs  WILLIAM 
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Duke  of  Cumberland) ;  With  Fifty  One  Cuts,  defigned  by 
Mr.  Kent  and  Mr.  Wotton,  and  engraved  by  Mr.  Baron, 
Mr.  Vandergutcht,  and  Mr.  Fourdrmier.  The  Fifth  Edi- 
tion. 

D  U  O  D  E  C  I  M 

Lately  Publijhedt  very  neatly  Printed,  in  L  en  Volumes, 
With  a  Froniifpiece  to  each  Comedy, 

The  WORKS  of  MOLIERE  Complete  in  French 
and  Englifh.  Being  a  very  proper  PRESENT  to  all 
young  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  at  Boarding-Schools,  &c,  as 
not  only  of  the  higheft  Ufe  and  InftrucStion  to  thofe  who 
learn  the  French  Language,  but  likewife  the  moft  Innocent 
and  Entertaining  Amufement  to  others. 

The  Original  Text  from  which  this  Tranflation  was 
done,  is  taken  from  the  late  Grand  Paris  Edition  publilhed 
by  that  Learned  Editor  Mr.  L  A  S  ER  R E  in  Six  Volumes, 
Quarto,  and  fold  at  the  Price  of  Six  Guineas.  An  Edition 
fo  fuperior  to  any  of  the  former,  that  it  has  given  quite  a  new 
Face  to  the  Author. 

Dr.  C  R  O  X  A  L  L's  F  A  B  L  E  S  of  M  S  O  P  and 
OTHERS,  newly  done  into  Englifh.  With  an  Appli- 
cation to  each  Fable.     Illuftrated  with  197  Cuts. 

•— — —  garrit  aniles 
Ex  re  Fabellas. Hor. 

Les  A  V  ANT  U  RES  de  T  ELE  M  A  QUE  Fils 

d'UlyfTe.  Par  feu  Meffire  Francois  de  Salignac  de  la  Motte 
Fenelon,  Preceptuer  de  MefTeigneurs,  les  Enfans  de  France, 
&  depuis  Archeveque  Due  de  Cambrai,  Prince  du  Saint  Em- 
pire, &c.  Nouvelle  Edition  conforme  au  Manufcript  original. 
Avec  les  Remarques  pour  l'eclairciflement  de  cet  Ouvrage. 

POEMS  on  SEVERAL  OCCASIONS.  With 
fome  SELECTESSAYSin  Profe.  In  Two  Volumes. 
By  JOHN  HUGHES,  Efq;  Adorned  with  Sculp- 
tures. 

The  Siege  of  Damafcus.  A  Tragedy.  By  JOHN 
HUGHES,  Efq; 

Athaliah.  A  Tragedy.  Translated  from  the  French  of 
Monfieur  Racine.    By  WILLIAM  DUNCOMBE. 

The  Second  Edition. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh.   A  Tragedy.    By  Dr.  SEWELL. 
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